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LS, National Suganic Siendards
LSO AMEE, Rooen 4007.5

Aghiep 0275, Post Office Box 96854
Washinglan, B 20090-6456

Dear s, Simmes:

l'am wriing to express my concarn abous USDA'S proposed nackanad QTpENic Zandards. | am
excremily dsourbed thas USDA has chasen 5o aliow practicss i ba inclded in the propaged an.
dards that vinlats ihe spirk of organic farming ard ignare years of effon by the avgmnic inclustng

[ have avays been abie w ot in e purty and integriiy of products cirrdng a certified crgarie sbel
¥ihe LISCA does not agves 5o rewrite these proposed sandards, | wilt lase iy aoc=ss o and fight o
chioasg Feod producs gromn By Lnoe arganic metheds tha Encourags svirnnmercal mesarig,

Wiz have been waluing seven years snoe passags of the Organic Fooads Priducion act of 1990 (0FPA)
for. USC, 1o dewelop nules so provide natianal uniformicy in organic smncaids, The GPfL esabfsned
the Maticral Organic Stardards Board (NOSB) s make recammendatons o USOA (o Implement &
nacianal onganic standasds pragracn, US0A's recently releazed proposed stardends mpresent ngr anly
a serigus depariure from FROSE recommiendations b 250 froen the principles of ceganic farming,

Theru an: miay aEpacts of US0A's propodud standards which dao not beng urckr the organic label.
The fallowing are soene af the practicss which | Find the maos diziurking and the greatest threar w the
Integricy of ergankc products and Farrming:

* Irradiatien in the handing of organic fand despite U NOSE's spedlic recommendation egains e
use af irackation in eeganics. Irradiaticn is a controvamsial process wivkch exposes foosd 1y endinactive
materisls in order 6o Kill Badienia. The long-erm effects of kradation are sill urknows, fienizing radi:
ation; cornment topic heading: HandlingMarions] Lis; 62 Fadesal Fusgimoer page 65882, seclian
205.17)

* Ganetic enginesring in organic procucrs despits the NOSH's specific rcommandation for the prahi-
bithan af genetic engineenng In anganics. Genetlc enginesrng imohves tahing the DIHA from ane
arganisei-lig bacerle, vinses, snirmals and plangs-ond irzeriing ivirsa sngther. it 5 2 risky proosss
with possdile detrimenial effects on the ervironment ard food saflery (gertically enginesred GIgARn-
l=ms; comimient topls heading: CensmliCroosiHardlnpiational List 62 Federal fegisier, page 65575,
s=chons 2058 and 209, 2¢56])
* Municipal shudge for us= in growing arganic prodicts despite the NOSE'S statemens thae sludge was
"urdcEptable for use in erganic cron producie,® iunicipal shadge ray be conmminaied by foins
Ihat could be absarted by the crops anwhich shudge i wsed, (munidpal sludge: commerit opic head-
ing: CropalHandling/Nacional List: 62 Pederal Register, pages 65892-658%%, sectian 205,223

* Antibiot use on livestack. The NOSE recammended specific parmeners for (he uze of anthiics
in Bvestock raised as orgaric and recommiended an shsobee probibition of ancbicg: e o |vestioc
raksed for daughter. The USDA's guidelines for antibicte use far arganizaly fadad livesoch are raich
Ioaser and less reswriciive, (anlibaolic use; comment iopic heading: Livisioch; &2 Faderal Regisnes page

* Animal feed for crganically mised lhesiock, The NOSE recommended all anganically prodisced e
wigck should be fed 100% cenifled oganically produced fesds and faed supplermenis. The proposed
US04 siancard would aliow an organic animal 1o b fed up o 20 percent neregnganic feed ymary
fanimal feed comment eapic heading: Livemoch; 62 Pederal Register, page 65078, section
205, | 3¢ah{ | 1

* Hisloric land usage pracices, Current onfanicsandards require consideration of a camplets hisiory
al ch land befare (@ls cerified seganic Alihough che Qiganic Poods Production Acr sa1 the crigeda

* thar larma showld be Tree froen the use of rude chemicals and giber profbibited subsmnces for hes
years e be cortiffed crganic, i some cases sol canmmminalice is 30 sxoessive thn even afler (hres
yenrs the land may not be suitble far arganic production,

These pracrices cannot be alovesd to be inckided under the ganic lzbel LISDA, rust rewrite the pro-
Pposed Grganic mandarnds 1aking irio Acomuey NOSE recarerendatons and raditional mshods of
arganic farming, ’

Thank you for considening my concerrs on this very serous lssue

Sincerly,



