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Dear Matioma] Organde Prograsn Saall:

Ad a long-lime member of the “crganie commurnity™ and a5 a concerned consurmer who cares abost the qualing ssd
standards of organis produce, dairy and messs, [ have kept shreast of the development of the National Organic

. FTagram's proposed rules and your request for comanents. Flease revise your proposed rules on angasic food
pm:l.rrl:inn.hafh]l;rrdm ihe advice el experiise of the Mational Organic Stenderds Board, The board west 1o
historic lengths 1o create s open and inclusive process that imvolved thousands of citizess, including those who are
el informed abowt, and most affecied by, thés |ssee

In panticular, | unge you 10 give us & meaningful chaice about how eur food |5 produced and to maintain the intzgrity of
orginic gricaliire in the final rules by prohibiting ol of the following prodisers and practices for food labeled sndior
0 #8 oerlified coganic:

= Genstically engmeered orgamisms and materizls

= Municipal sludge [“binsolids,” section 205,22}

- Imadiation (jonizing radiation”)

= Alliner ingredients unless they are mied by the EPA a5 “Genemlly Resogrized As Safe™ (Section
205.21{dY)

= “Cenified fucilites™ allowing for the perpetual and intensive confinsnens of Hvesioek,

Thie proposed sumndinds would grealy diminish isemational demand for organic foods produced in ihe 1,5, sincs they
fall 30 lew; néw mational standards must at least meet the preveiling stasdasd for orgaic focd. People concerned
abasul the potentisl rislos of exting foods which are iransgeale, irradiated ar grown with “biosolids™ would be
lNicedy to awadd anything bearing the USDA “organic™ seal, both bere snd abresd.

T'am also comcermed that the fee piructuns is ot equitable for the grest range of small and large-scale farmers that the
propased standards impact, Additionally, national standerds should be regarded es 2 minimum standard; independent
certification agencies mest be permitted to certify to pandards which excesd ihe national standard.

1 woaldd aiso bke to poist out that the proposed rules are in violntion of te Organie Foods Production Act of 1999,
which specifically gawe the Maticne] Organic Siandends Board the sole power over what malerisls may be used by
certified-organic operutions, 11 |3 ey undststanding thit, whils the USDA sy nemove sobstances from the National
Last {of nilownbie materiats), the LISDA may nod sdd to the list unapproved subsiamees?

Plesse revise the propessd program to reflest my concems and 1o kesp meaning in the words “cerfified ceganle,”

Sincerely.
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