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National Organic Standards Board 
Comments on Proposed Amendments to the USDA National List of Allowed and  

Prohibited Substances (National List), Docket Number TMD-02-03, RIN 0581-AC27 
June 2, 2003 

 
The National Organic Standards Board appreciates the fact that the USDA National 
Organic Program has published proposed amendments to the USDA National List of 
Allowed and Prohibited Substances (National List), Docket Number TMD-02-03, RIN 
0581-AC27. Thank you.  
 
The NOSB also appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments. 
The NOSB offers its comments both to clarify issues associated with the amendments 
and to suggest further improvements in the National List, based on existing NOSB 
recommendations.  
 
The NOSB commends and supports the NOP for incorporating some of our 
recommendations. We note, however, that numerous NOSB recommendations related 
to §205.605 and §205.606 are not included in this Federal Register notice. We request 
that all of the substances recommended by the NOSB be included in the final rule 
notice. We also request that two technical errors in the proposed rule notice be 
corrected. 
 
The NOSB requests that this and all future proposed rule changes allow a minimum of 
30 days for public comment. 
 
NOSB Recommendations Not Included 
 
In the proposed rule notice, the NOP states, “This proposed rule would amend the 
National List to reflect recommendations submitted to the Secretary by the NOSB from 
November 15, 2000 through September 17, 2002. Between the specified time period, 
the NOSB has recommended that the Secretary add five substances to §205.605 of the 
National List based on petitions received from industry participants.” 
 
Between November 15, 2000 and September 17, 2002, the NOSB recommended 3 
substances be added to §205.605(a), 8 substances be added to §205.605(b), and 2 
substances be added to §205.606. Furthermore, the NOSB recommended that 
annotations be changed for 2 substances currently on §205.605(b).  
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A complete list of substances pertaining to §205.605 and §205.606 recommended by the NOSB is shown 
below: 
 
Add to §205.605(a) 
 
calcium sulfate – allowed from non-synthetic sources only.  
 
enzymes, animal derived - rennet (animal derived); catalase (bovine liver); animal lipase; pancreatin; 
pepsin; trypsin 
 
glucono delta lactone - produced through microbial fermentation of carbohydrates only 
 
Add to §205.605(b) 
 
activated carbon - from vegetative sources only for use as filtering aid 
 
ammonium hydroxide -  for use as a boiler additive only until Oct. 21, 2005 
 
cellulose - for use in regenerative casings, as anti-caking agent (non-chlorine bleached) and filtering aid 
 
cyclohexylamine - for use only as boiler water additive for packaging sterilization only 
 
diethylamino-ethanol - for use only as boiler water additive for packaging sterilization only 
 
hydroxypropyl methycullulose – for use in Made with Organic only 
 
octadecylamine - for use only as boiler water additive for packaging sterilization only 
 
peracetic acid - for direct food contact only in wash and/or rinse water. Allowed as sanitizer on surfaces in 
contact with organic food 
 
tetrasodium pyrophosphate - for use only in textured meat analog products 
 
 
Change annotation in §205.605(b) 
 
ethylene - for post harvest ripening of tropical fruit and degreening of citrus 
 
potassium hydroxide - prohibited for lye peeling of fruits and vegetables except when used for peeling 
peaches during the individually quick frozen production process 
 
Add to §205.606 
 
gelatin - approved as agricultural, must be from organic source when commercially available 
 
shellac, orange, unbleached - approved as agricultural, must be from organic source when commercially 
available 

Technical Corrections to Proposed Rule Notice 

The listing “enzymes, animal derived” should be added to §205.605(a), not to §205.605(b). 
 
“Individually quick frozen (IQP)” should be changed to read “individually quick frozen (IQF)”. 
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Priority Recommendations 

Of particular concern are 13 livestock medications that the NOSB deemed to be high priority. We suggest 
that the NOSB recommendations be addressed consistently with implementation of all NOSB livestock 
recommendations in the next proposed amendments to the National List, with priority given to substances 
needed to alleviate animal suffering and the protection of animal welfare. 

Conclusion 
 
The NOSB is encouraged to see some of our recommendations included in this proposed rule. We 
request that all of the substances recommended by the NOSB be included in the final rule notice. It is 
critical that the regulation and National List be updated to reflect NOSB recommendations, rather than 
relying on policy statements and listings posted by other government agencies to convey the substances 
allowed in organic production and handling. 
 
Thank you very much for publishing the proposed amendments to the National List, and for offering the 
opportunity to comment. The NOSB stands ready to assist the NOP in the drafting and review of future 
amendments to the National List and National Organic Program regulations.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
National Organic Standards Board 

 
 
 
 
 

 


