?/20"03

Chief, Standardization Branch
Livestock and Seed Program

AMS, LUSDA, Room 2603-S, Stop 0254
1400 independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-0264

Re: comments on Docket Number 1.§-02-02
Dear Sir:

As a concerned consumer and a member of Food Animal Concerns Trust, | speak for many when
I request that you clarify the production terms allowed as part of the Livestock and Meat
Marketing Claims. Terms should make actual conditions clear to the consumer and notactas a
screen for the convenience of the livestock industry. If | wish to pay extra for free-range chickens
or grass-fed beef and lamb, it is my right to KNOW that the meat products are what they claim.
Otherwise, | feel | am & victim of fraud. It is your duty to set rigorous rules and enforce them.

My concerng about mislabeling fall into 3 groups as follows:
1.Claims dealing with antibiotic use in food animals

a. Allow only the claims "no antibiotics used" or "raised without antibiotics”, within the proposed
definition "Livestock have never received antibiotics from birth to harvest

b. Do not allow the use of the claim "no subtherapeutic antibiotics used" since the definition of
"subtherapeutic” has not been approved by the USDA, the FDA or other federal agencies. As
such, this term is open to enormous abuse by the industry, which will lead te customer confusion.
¢. Do not allow use of the term "not fed antibictics,” which can easily be confused with the phrase
"raised without antibiotics." Since antibiotics can be administered to animals in other ways other
than food, this terminology is subject to abuse by producers and will lead to consumer confusion.

2.Free Range and Pasture Raised Claims

a. Allow the terms "free range” and "pasture raised” to be used, but only if the definition is
amended to read “livestock that have had continuous and unconfined access to pasture from
birth to harvest."

b. Do not allow the term “free roaming” or any derivative of the term to be used In actual
practice, this term is oftert used to describs conditions where animals are raised in barns or
buildings. Although the animals are not in a pen, crate or cage, and are able to "roam freely”
within the corfined area, they do not have access to the outdoors. Sincs this term is already
being used incorrectly, it should be eliminated from the proposed list of marketing claims.

3.Grass Fed Claims

a. The USDA is proposing that grass fed for cattle shall be defined as "Grass, green or range
pasture, or forage shalil be 80% or more of the primary energy source throughout the animal's life
cycle." FACT is opposed to this definition, since it currently applies to alt cattle ralsed for

beef, including those who are finished on com in a feedlot.

b. FACT supports a definition that reads "Grass, green or range pasture or forage shall be 100%
of the primary energy source throughout the animal's life cycle."

Sincersly, /
Karen Tarapata M »

127 Castle Heights Ave. -
Upper Nyack, NY 10960
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