Al Johnson

54 Nedsland Ave.
Titusville, NJ 08560
Phone / Fax 609-730-0939
March 26, 2003

Chief Standardization Branch
Livestock and Seed Program
AMS, USDA,

Room 2603-S

Stop 0254

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-0254

Dear of the Standardization Branch

I am writing to urge you to withdraw the proposed meat marketing claims and
standards, Docket number LS-02-02. T am a consumer of grass-fed, antibiotic free meat
and dairy products and these proposed USDA claims do not satisfy my expectations.
Labels need to ensure my confidence as a consumer. In the proposal, grass-fed is not
well defined and a producer offering animals a small percentage of grass as a forage,
would be able to make this claim. In addition, the claim of “no detectable antibiotic
residue” is misleading as it implies that meat is from producers whose practices do not
contribute to antibiotic resistance, even though producers using the claims are using
antibiotics.

Please withdraw this proposal and re-write it with input from small producers,
consumers and environmentalists.






