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I am a certified organic farmer writing to log my commentS in opposition to the proposed role. The
proposed role fails to follow the intent of Congress to free up funds from organic sales to allow organic
farmers to promote their own products, by making it virtually impossible for a producer to get the
exemption. In particular, I would like to make the following points:

Specific Commoditv- Congress intended that to qualify for the exemption, a producer must produce
organically 1000/0 of the specific commodity covered by the market promotion board, not all products,
as the proposed rule currently states.
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Total Exemption. The proposed role
expenditures." The statute provides that

.

than partial, exemption.
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Proof of Qualification.
specific
practice,
the proper commodity board.
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Handler's Organic Status. The USDA's proposed rule improperly requires that handlers be 100%
organic and must alter the product in order to qualify for the exemption. The statute only requires
that the producer be 100% organic for the specific commodity and does not include any requirement
for altering products. The USDA's inclusion of these requirements does not confonil to the language
of the statute.
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