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Ms.Joyce Evang >
P.0.Box 1112 é/
Caruthers,California

93606=-1112

Phone:559-864-3134

January 30, 2003

Mr. Robert C. Keeney

Deputy Administrator

Fruit & Vegetable Programs

United Statces Dept. of Agricul ture

Agriculiural Marieting Service

F.0.Box 96456 FAX:L0or-710-00/6
Washington, D. C.20080-6456

Dear Mr. Keeney:

I was privy to the letter you wrote to Mr.Marvin Horne

December 24,2002 and am adding my comments to our ten year
struggle to have certified organics declared a separate varietal
under the hopelessly out-moded Raisin Marketing Crder MNo.989.

I believe you truly believe that the Raisin Ndministrative
Committee is acting in the best interests vt the certified organic
raisin producer. However, that is not true. Maureen Tello
arranged a tele-conference with AMS officials and Keith Jones in
Wasbington D.C. and they said they have no objection to a

separate varietal for certified orgonics aund cited Florida Citrus
and California Almonds for having segrepated certified orgunics

in their marketing pools.,

Tiie next thing to be heard from the RAC was that they had no idea

what our tonnage was even though we have given Lhem the best
guessestimates,as growers, thal we could give, They then proceeded

te give us the excuse that as soon as they mandated tonnage from

the pacicers vur reyuest would be considered. They have had the tonnage
figures for 2 years, and of this date, I have never heard any

response from them.

Your statement that orginic tonnage was being sent for export really
surprised me. I have had no res,onse to my cexrespondence to the
K.A.C. There were only 66CO certified organic tons produced this
year, My question is WEEKL IS THE MONEY? Xf the RAC is doing me
such a favor by exjorting my certified organic raisios why am I

in Chapter 12 Bunkruptey?? IS THE RAC USING MY CHCANICS TO USE

AS BAIT TO SELL TREIR REGUVLAKLY PRODUCLD RAISINS?? Wilh such a
small amount of certified organic tonnuge I could scll wy centire
production{whbich is quite small) to meet the huge demand in the
United States.
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Mr.Robert C.Keeney
Januexy 30,2003

I have not heard of any of the other varictals that have been
subjecled to forced export regulations ad have our certified
orginies.

When you say that the RAC concludes that organic producers bencfit
frow the volume repulation and export programs implemented through
tlhie reserve pool it sounds like the backers are talking and not
the growers involved,

Marvin Horne and I have been trying to make the RAC understand
what the concept of organic is and our discussions always fall
on deuf cars. Jf the concept of the marketing order is to
maximize returns to the agrowers, this concept is definitely
not working for Lhe growers ond is lauphable if it wasn't so
tragic.

If you will note the separation of the other varictals under the
marketing order all of them arc packer controlled. Organics are
about the only raisins that benefit the grower and that is a
growing market by about 20% yearly. The regular raisin industry
is in the dumpster, lousing sales yearly, with an industry
dominated by packers who are satisfied with their incomes and do
not siend a dime on advertising. aAll advertising, though limited
is paid for by growers with no mention of certified creganics,

I don't think it's fair for the packer and the RAC to saddle us with
frée tonnage percentages and reserve requiremcents when we see a
rapidly expanding market where we can sell 100% of our raisins Yearly
at & good prolit to the grower, not the packer.

You were prescnt at.one wmeeiing with a lot of unhappy growers.
Nothing has changed since. 4s a matter of fact we are in a worse
siluation now than when you were here.

All T am talking about is survival. I can't go down the tubes with the
rest of the raisin industry when my groduct is so successful and I am
able to sell it at a good price wmyself and not have my money go down
the RAC drain.

I hope you understand that the RAC is not helping the organic grower
at all. COne mewber even told we'why should I let you out of the
marieling order when I have to stay in it". Whichk explains that they
do not understand what the term organics means!

1 hope this makes you understand that the RAC is my enemy uand not my
understanding committee that is supjosed to maximive my profits or
income.

Sincercly,

5oyce kvans

cci:Maureen T'ello
FAr $59 “¢1-590C

MAbun kotne
FAxK ~F4-6159
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EL! SETENCICH

‘Organic’
is still a
dirty word

hen farmer Steve Pavich |
decided to drive up from h
Delano the other day to
pitch the benefits of organically
grown raisins to the Raizin
Advisory Committee, his broth-
er, who had made a similar .
journey a couple of year= ago,
had two words far him:

“Good luck.”

The comment drew a chuckle |
from the 100 or so raisin growers
and packers meeting in the
committee conference hall.

But Pavich, a South Valley
table grape grower who's also
been farming organically for
some 30 years, was serious. So
were Marvin Horne, a Kerman
farmer, Joyce Evans of Caruth-
ers and other like-minded
farming purists.

Off and on for the better part
of 2 decade, they and other
growers have been trying to
persuade the committee to
recognize organic raisins, put’
them on a par with seedless and .
golden seedless and sultanas
aod muscats, but they always
keep winding up with the same
answer. -

Each time for the past 10
years, Horne reminded the
committee members, “it’s taken
under advisement.” Everyone
else, other government agencies,

know and recognize organical-
ly grown raisins “except for the
RAC,” he said. *A shame,” he
called it, “You cannot ignore it
anymore.” ;78 no7 R /€

e, C’M

Pavich tried to assure them. Nor
are they saying their product is
better than that of the others.
It's just that there is this
growing market for raisins '
untouched by synthetic pesti-
cides and fertilized by old-fash-
ioned manure.

Thirteen percent of Chile’s
raisin production is organic,
Horne gaid. Turkey and Iran,
the raisin growers’ chief competi-
tors, are poing organic. “We are
missing the boat,” he told the
audience, which listened in
silence.

Finally, the voting members of
the federal agency that decides
such things as how much of the
raisin crop to put on the market
and how much ta place in
reserve, found their voice, and it
sounded familiar,

Once again, they weren't ready
to recognize organic. The idea
was too complex to vote on right
away. They needed time. They
set up a working group to study
some more,

Good luck, as Steve Pavich’s
brother is wont to say.

RAISIN D’ETRE: What the
raisin folks really need to get the
word out is somebody like Sox,
the late and lamented A. Setraki-
an — Sox for short.

Lovable, lyrical Sox, he was
Mr. Raisin in the early days, the
original and irreplaceable
chairman of the board in the '60s
and '60s,

Meetings of the raisin compmit-
tee in the ballroom of the old
Hotel Californian downtown
were operas — soletimes comic
- starring the rolg.‘—ﬁoly Sox,
who yelped and whined and
wept until his beloved growers
got what was coming to them
frora the packers and winemak-
ers

When the feds set a price for
the crop he figured was neither
fair nor honest, he carried the
battle to Washington, prowling
the halls of Congress and other
hideaways, wailing and crying
until they coughed up. - -

If that didu’t get their atten-
tion, he weat public. He was on
the radio nearly as often as Jack
Benny. When television came, he
went on TV and cried some more
where everybody could see.

It was organic with him, you -

ight say.
:l%li Setencich is a Bee col-
umnist. E-wail him at :
eli@fresnobee.com b
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