June 2001

Ms. Whitney Rick

Chief, Research & Promotion Staff,
Cotton Program,

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA,
Stop 0224

1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-0244

A

Re: Request for comments to be used in a review of 1990 amendments to the Cotton
Research and Promotion Act - Docket number (CN-01-002), 66 FR 16440, March 26, 2001

Dear Ms. Rick

Southwestern Irrigated Cotton Growers Association (SWIG) is cooperative responsible for

marketing the cotton produced by members in far west Texas, eastern Arizona and

In the past, efforts funded by the Cotton Research and Promotion Act have produced
numerous benefits for al] segments of the cotton industry., Unfortunately, the cotton
industry has now fallen on difficult times. Now more than ever, a strong research and
promotion effort is needed to move the industry back into prosperity.

The cotton industry works diligently to make sure its interests are represented by a broad
group of talented, active and hard working leaders. The cotton ndustry leadership is very

the current satisfaction fade, the industry feels secure because of the ability to seck a
referendum to address dissatisfaction.

Yours truly, Q

David L. Hand
President
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