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June 25, 2001

LOUISIANA COTTON PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION

An Organization Dedicated to the Interests of the Cotton Grower

June 22, 2001

Whitney Rick

Chief, Research and Promotion Staff

Cotton Program, Agricultural Marketing Service

USDA, Stop 0224

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC 20250-0244

RE: Docket number (CN-01-002), March 26, 2001, page number 16440 and 16441 of the Federal Register, volume 66.

The Louisiana Cotton Producers Association (LCPA) is the central organization of Louisiana’s cotton industry and represents over 50% of the state’s cotton area. The cotton producers in Louisiana are also the ones who fund the work of Cotton Incorporated through an assessment on our production. The LCPA would like to express its continued support for the Cotton Research and Promotion Act. Therefore, our organization does not think that a new referendum to determine support is necessary. 

As stated in the Federal Register notice referenced above, the objective of the Cotton Research and Promotion Program is to strengthen cotton’s competitive position and to maintain and expand domestic and foreign markets and uses for cotton. In my opinion, the work of Cotton Incorporated is helping to strengthen cotton’s competitive position in the United States. This is evidenced by the increase in the per capita consumption of cotton from approximately 18 pounds in 1990, to the current rate of 37 pounds per person. Another indicator of Cotton Incorporated’s success has been the increase in cotton’s share of the total retail apparel and home furnishings market (excluding carpet) in the United States. In 1975, cotton’s share of this market was approximately 35%. By 2000, cotton’s share had grown to around 61%. Cotton Incorporated’s work with the textile mills to improve operational efficiencies and to develop and improve fabrics, along with their highly successful advertising program, has been largely responsible for this rise in U.S. cotton consumption. 

The LCPA fully supports Cotton Incorporated’s work in the marketing area as any increase in retail cotton consumption helps us remain in business. We also benefit from Cotton Incorporated’s funding of production research projects. For 2001, Cotton Incorporated is contributing to 10 research projects in Louisiana through the State 

Support Funds. These projects are selected by a panel of Louisiana producers and conducted by various research groups in Louisiana. Over the past three years, Cotton Incorporated has funneled over $500,000 to research projects directly benefiting our production base. 

In closing, the LCPA believes that the Cotton Research and Promotion Act is operating as intended and fully supports its continuation. Therefore, we do not believe that a referendum is necessary at this time.

Cordially, 
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Charles M. Noble, III
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Bastrop
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