From Kevin Kropp [kskropp@ osal i nda. paoni a. conj
Sent: Friday, March 01, 2002 1:41 AM

To: NOP, Webmaster

Subj ect: spinosad petition

Dear M. Mathews, | am an organic grower of 15 years farm ng 200+
acres of certified organic tree fruits including apples, pears
cherries, peaches, nectarines, and apricots. Farming fruit organically
has always had it's chall enges but here of late, with the di sappearance
of ryania which we used successfully for nany years for pest control

we have had a very difficult time controlling pests in our orchards.
Currently we use spinosad(which is organically approved in Col orado)
very successfully for control of western cherry fruitfly on cherries,
for thrips on nectarines, and for twig borer on peaches. Because the
Ger ber Baby Food co. (which buys much of our fruit does not accept
certified organic fruit sprayed with spinosad, we have not used this
product on our apples or pears. Having no approved organic material to
spray for codling nothon both apples and pears, nany of our blocks were
devastated by this pest to the point where they were unharvestabl e.
This was an econonmi c devastation with | osses near $200,000. This would
have been avoi dabl e had spi nosad been available to us under a cerified
organi c | ablel outside Colorado. M. Mthews as you can see, we
desparately need this product. Please informother powers that be that
we need spinosad under a cetified organic |able. Thank You, Kevin Kropp



