From Herb A Teas [HerbT@wwi nc. coni
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2002 6:32 PM
To: NOP, Webmaster

Cc: Herb Steffen (E-mail)

Subj ect: Spinosad petition

M. Mat hews,
| am supporting the petition for organic certification of Spinosad.

| am Field Service Manager for Northwest Whol esale, Inc., a supplier of
growi ng advise and materials to the tree fruit industry in centra
Washi ngton State. We have many organic growers as our clientele.

Organic growers are being severely pressured by the increase of codling
not h popul ati ons through out the growing territory. Until the econonics
of the apple industry inprove this pressure will increase from abandoned
and poorly farned orchards. Mating disruption alone will not contro
codling noth, adding Bt fornulations and petrol eum spray oils hel ps, but
have also failed to control severe infestations. Spi nosad, in
conmbination with mating disrupti on would be a stronger tool than the
organi c apple or pear grower currently has available to him

The organic cherry grower does not have a good material to contro
Cherry Fruit Fly, which is a quarantineable pest. This would allow an
organi c cherry grower some assurance that he could succeed and ship his
crop across state |ines.

In the western part of the state, apple naggot has becone established.
That is outside of our trade area and | have no direct know edge of the
growers and acres invol ved, but Spinosad would al so control this pest
very well and perhaps hel p prevent spread into the najor apple producing
ar eas.

A final consideration is the use of Spinosad to control |epedoptra pests
inall fruit crops. The organic grower now relies alnmpst entirely on
Bt; another reliable compound for this use will slow the devel opnent of
pest resistance, which is inevitable with continued use of a single
compound.

Thank you.

Her bert A. Teas

Field Service Manager
Nor t hwest Whol esal e, Inc.
Wenat chee, WA 98801



