April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.

It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an Al outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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May 6, 2002

Richard Mathews

Programm Managcer

National Organic Program
USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP

Ruoui 4008-South Building

1400 and Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, [3C 20250-0020

Via Fax: (202) 205-7808
Dcar Mr. Mathews:

We wish to comment on the issue of *‘access to the outdoors™ that is being
discusscd al the National Organic Standards Board this week in Austin, Texas.

The NOSB Livestock Committee has proposed that organically-raised poultry be
aliowed access to the outdoors in order to fulfill natural behavior, and we agree
with this propasal.

The organic foods market provides an important altcrnative for consumecrs who
oppose the inhumane and imsound conditians of the industrial, factory-style of
poultry production. To allow chickens raised m confinement (o be labeled as
organic would severely degradc organic standards and principles in addition to
damaging consimers’ views on the henefits of orpanie foods.

GRACE Public Fund supports the farmers who strive to producc the best products
with the lcast impact on the environment and the highest regard for the well-being
of the animals they raise. These farmers deserve recognition for their work to

prescrve sustainable agriculture and must have a label that distinguishes them
from industrialized farming.

Sincerely,
(}é«/{&m\'ﬁ g;—v‘

Chnstina Salvi
Program Associate

9161 * Fax 212-726-9160 « gracc@gracepubliciund org * www._gracepubliclund.org
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