
April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

~!~~~;,;.,~'

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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MAY 2National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 5, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

MAY 2

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully, ~
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April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

MAY 2

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and

~
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors T~ere will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully, ~kB
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-000 I
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Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of orgacic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Board

c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW

Wasmngton DC 20250-0001.-.~~_.1., 'Rnqrn and members of the National Organic Program~
To the National Organic StanU1i1~ JJ"""- -
Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue. It is a
fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CRF 205 that livestock living conditions include access
to outdoors. Access to outdoors is fundamental to the kind of strong humane treatment standard
that must be part of any system that worthy of the label organic. To not require such practice

with poultry undermines the very foundation and spirit of organic food production.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian influenza fears are

unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative bas never experienced an AI outbreak in their

ten-year history. Having access to outdoors allows poultry to exhibit natural behavior and

reduces cannibalism and feather picking, both of which are exacerbated in confined conditions.
In addition fresh grass in the diet incre.ases CLA (conjugated Linoleic Acid) and Omega-3 levels

; 11 '3" the Vitamin AfBeta Carotene levels in eggs.

s ~ -(.<Jt-_/ -
Dane ThompsonMember / Producer, Organic Valley, CROPP Cooperative

622 N. Fourth St.
Readstown, Wl54652
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake oforgamc integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

R espectfull)J-. _.~1.~6-~~
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., S W
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with acce.c;s to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history .

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry /It~::f;.-t t~~( .;/./:/

Respectfully, W tJt t~,-(/ l-~~""'<' f1{./'C.-.&..-c-/(~~4-(.A~ ~
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poul1ry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poul1ry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poul1ry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poul1ry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

F or the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

-~ t t.

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undemlines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit. of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

F or the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

¥~
Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of , the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,



April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the ,outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 15,2002

f!::.;}National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001
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Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undemlines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash If this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history .

F or the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

P-aul & SheibyFuenger
E36O4 Johnson Ln.

GerK>a, WI 54632-8768
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this oppqrtunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully ~~~t~~L: :~ ~
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expe~t organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully, -/P4
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CPR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors. There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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April 15,2002

A.f4Y" 6National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undemIines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfull y,

- -"J)-f0l("' l--<aJk-ri/liJ, <}~ .2--,=3 -02::__~~ " I ~ ,I ; 01("' ~.1'"-( ~ .2-- -0 .1--

~

/Ii/J II J ~

/.

.j:

.; :r J42i_~(jM I A'h1.~'idw .A-I(

c jV1A~ J~ L.{j~2~ta"/
t;lJ & 7 5' fI- .( i fI}'l-jI? S ~ J-lII

bU/?~t1C~ u/; S(/::7.5 ~

1j1S--- fo7'2- -ts-s";-S-

.(1 m at I: aIt- /'lld.e,v 8 /l.R (fO\1 --Ie !.,np 1



April15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.
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For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry -~ Z Z -0 Z-

Respectfully, 1:1e~-
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectful! y ,
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history .

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Boa~~--""""""""!~~
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectful! y,
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFF A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to1he'outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry-undermines th,e very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be acredibility'backlash:if:thisfdualstandard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be :managed with outdoor access. Av:ian In.t1uenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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Apri115,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry



April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undemIines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. ConsllIDers expect organic poultry to be rajsed with access to the
outdoors. There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully, ~~ T.JJI
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Progr~

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history .

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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Respectfully,
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April 15, 2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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April 15,2002

National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.
It is a fundamental mandate of the OFP A and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect orgaIlic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.
Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an AI outbreak in their ten
year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully, '.
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