April 15 2002 i ‘F‘
National Organic Standards Board Mar- 6 e |
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire heru 15 transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Board
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-0001

Dear Sirs and Madams,

Many of us do not care for the environmental impact of confinement
animal operations. As a farmer, | object to their economical-and-secial
destruction as well. It is abhorrent to me that the controllers and
benefigiaries of these operations could impose a powerful influence over
your board thatresulted in a weakening of organic standards.

Implementation of the pasture requirements for both pouliry and dairy
herds must not be delayed. All dairy animals over the age of six months of
age should receive a substantial portion of their dry matter needs from
pasture. Poultry flocks must have access to the outdoors as written in your
current standards.

We know instinctively that these provisions represent, at the very
least, a humane treatment standard that allows animals to exhibit natural
behavior. We know scientifically that a fresh grass diet increases Omega-3
levels in eggs and meat.  We know that fresh-grass increases the vitamin
A/Beta Carotene levels in both eggs and milk.

We know that your board has worked long and hard to write serious
organic standards that have become the rule of law. Turgeto stand behind
and strengthen those standards now.- Organic producers and consumers
require nothing less. :

Sincerely, é/ IL/

Denesse Willey

Tom & Denesse Willey © 13886 Road 20, Madera, CA 93637-8222 « (559) 673-9058 » fax (559) 674-8110
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully, //ééf\ M,, @3
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.
With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict

standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and
satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To‘ the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Pro gram,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportumty to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause. ‘

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practlces Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy mdustry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
Respectﬁllly, m o/ 77(;];7/ ,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully, ? <o T M
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respecttully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that a/l replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,

S ok AT




R

April 15 2002

National Organic Standards Board e ;
c/o Katherine Benham - ;‘
Room 4008-South Building O . ,#

1400 Independence Ave., SW et
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.
With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and
satisfy consumer expectations.
Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to impiement a different standard for Dairy animais is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
Respectfully, M % %
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully,
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program. -

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
Respecttfully, /W M
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building
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Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that el replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for_ Qrga.nic Meat .Anirn.als,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and wouid damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care‘dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic pracﬁf:es: Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.

Respectfully, ,
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