April 15 2002

National Organic Standards Board #gy

c/o Katherine Benham 6
Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the integrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
standards would promote further development of infrastructure in the organic dairy industry and

satisfy consumer expectations.
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

As a member/producer for Organic Valley CROPP Coop thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the interpretation of the Dairy Animal Replacement Clause.

We believe that once an entire herd is transitioned that all replacement animals must be managed
organic from the last third of gestation. This is undeniably the standard for Organic Meat Animals,
to implement a different standard for Dairy animals is unnecessary and would damage the iniegrity

of the program.

With proper care dairy calves can be raised quite effectively using organic practices. Setting strict
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