Carl Pepper
3901 FM 1054

O’Donnell, TX 79351
Home (806) 439-6336 * Cell (806) 759-6097

April 22, 2004

Katherine Benham
National Organic Program
USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP
Fax: (202) 205-7808

Re: Hydrogen Chloride to be discussed at April 28 NOSB meeting.

| oppose the Crops Committee’s proposal that hydrogen chloride not be added to
the list of allowed substances. My position is in support of hydrogen chloride
being approved as a regulated substance for processing cottonseed for planting.

| am a dryland cotton farmer in Borden County Texas. My region's annual rainfall
is 18 inches. This makes cotton one of the only crops that can survive this harsh
environment. | have 1,200 certified organic acres. Cotton produced organically
is my economic lifeblood.

The Texas Organic Cotton Marketing Cooperative has done extensive research
trying to find an alternative to HCI delinting and has failed, as is detailed in the
coop's comments, of which | am supportive. Bottom line is, if 48 Ibs. of HCI
(which is neutralized in the process) used to delint my 12,000 Ibs. of cottonseed,
cannot be used, then I'm out of the organic business.

Please way risks vs. benefits wisely.

With regards,

Carl Pepper



