June 21, 2001

Whitney Rick

Chief, Research & Promotion Staff,

Cotton Program,

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA,

Stop 0224

1400 Independence Avenue, SW,

Washington, DC  20250-0244

Re: Request for comments to be used in a review of 1990 amendments to the Cotton Research and Promotion Act – Docket number (CN-01-002), 66 FR 16440, March 26, 2001.

Dear Ms. Rick:

The Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation is a general farm organization representing cotton producers in Mississippi.  The Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation policy statement for 2001 that deals with cotton research and promotion states “We endorse Cotton Incorporated and their promotional efforts”.  Because of the wide spread approval of the cotton research and promotion program, we feel that a referendum is not needed to determine whether producers and importers favor continuation of the 1990 amendment to the Cotton Research and Promotion Order.

The entire cotton industry is going through severe economic times and the programs that are being managed by the Cotton Board under the scrutiny of USDA is doing a great job and are needed to promote additional demand both here and abroad.  The Program is also needed by producers to continue developing cost efficient production practices.

While the per capita U. S. consumption of cotton has doubled to 37 pounds in the past 10 years, apparel imports have increased by 346% from 2.38 billion-meter equivalents to 8.23 billion-meter equivalent in those same 10 years.  U. S. Producers along with importers have benefited from the Research and Promotion Order as proved in a 1996 Texas A & M Economic Study.  This study shows that producers receive a 3 to 1 return on their investment and that importers can expect to receive more than a 4 to 1 return on their investment.

While we agree that the legislation was correct to provide for a possible referendum every 5 years, we do not feel the Secretary should exercise her discretion to call for a confirmation vote on the Cotton Research and Promotion Order.  There are ample safeguards in the legislation to allow producers or importers to initiate a referendum when they feel there is justification.  We urge the Secretary to not call a referendum and to spend resources that would be used for a referendum on other projects.

Sincerely,

David Waide

President

