Louisiana Seafood Industry Advisory Board

6640 Riverside Drive, #200
Metairie, LA 70003-7110

Phone 504-888-5032 RECEIVED AMS
Il Fax 504-838-1175 ocT 25 2004
(date)

A.J. Yates, Administrator

Agricultural Marketing Service

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250.

Dear Mr. Yates:

We are writing this letter to express our strong opposition to the Country of Origin
Labeling regulation. Our organization, appointed by the state legislature, represents the
interests of the seafood industry in Louisiana. This industry includes many small seafood
processors which did not originally have strong issue with the program and intent of the
regulation.

However, the scope and details of the final interim rule was published the very day before
previously announced implementation. It is these rules of the regulation that indicate the

difficulties and hardships to be incurred with compliance of the regulation, especially for

small seafood processors.

We strongly and respectfully request that product originating in the US be exempted from
COOL requirements.

cc: Justin LeBlanc, National Fisheries Institute



