December 5, 2004

Ms. L. Shorter

AMS Fruit and Vegetable Program
USDA Stop 0247

Washington, DC 20250-0247

Dear Ms. Shorter:

Over the years | have been frustrated about the misleading labeling of olive oils.
Incredibly, most countries apparently don't allow misleading labeling (extra virgin
guarantying nothing) while the US is the major market that does allow it. Now |
hear that the administration has considered requiring accurate labeling, but is
apparently not moving ahead to do so. It seems to me the people who benefit
from this mislabeling are foreign producers and the people who suffer are those
who voluntarily adhere to the California Olive Oil labeling standard.

Here in California we dealt with some similar issues when | was on Reagan's
Council of Economic Advisors while he was governor of California. In this case,
it is a federal matter and it seems to me the administration should deal with it.

| would appreciate knéwing if | misunderstand the situation. If my understanding
is correct, | would appreciate hearing the administration’s reason for not
correcting the situation.

Thank you for your attention on this issue.

Sincerely,

S A Ty

ichard Recht
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