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Dear Shere Shorter: \

'he implementation of the international olive oit standards as defined
Oy the International Olive 0il Council in Madrid), Spain are necessary
for the smooth functioning of the international olive o0il market.

[he United States is not a big player in this market presently; but with
Lncreasing production in California and other states, it is imperative

-0 have a common, legislated basis for determining at least nomenclature
Lf not quality.

EXtra Virgin Olive 0il is the most sensitive to fraud and mis-labeling.
'his has been discovered in the US by US government offices going back
-0 at least the early 1900s. The international regulations governing
vhat can or cannot be called extra virgin oil need to have strength and
-he basis in law for both consumer protection and market security.

't is in no one's interest to have fraudulently labeled 0il on the mar-
et, except for fraudulent marketers. Honest producers, mainly growers
f olivef transforming their fruit into oil, suffer. This is true both
n the national and international level.

he California Olive 0il Council wants to have the international regulatijon
nforceable in the US both for self preservation and to prohibit, or at
east inhibit, gross fraud and mislabeling as currently done.

ur country is not a big player in this market currently. But the nasc-
nt market which we are developing through the efforts of the California

live 0il Council, will become important with time. Other New World pro-

ucers such as Australia and New Zealand have adopted these standards. So
hould we. Thank you.
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