
 

Hello, this is (William Sessions), the Associate Deputy 

Administrator for the Livestock and Seed program.  

 

Welcome everyone to the 2009 Livestock and Seed Virtual 

Industry conference. 

 

I'm glad you've taken time to join us today. My role is to provide a 

brief overview of the web-based conference and what you can 

expect to gain from your participation. 

 

First, the conference will be all electronic and will be available at 

the Commodity Procurement website from June 4 to June 15. 

 

The conference will consist of four separate information modules 

for the following bracket: commodity procurement, standards 

analysis and technology, product review and compliance and the 

meat grading and certification branch. 

 

These modules will be presented by the branch chief of that 

program area with one exception. Marty O'Conner will present the 

information for the meat grading and certification branch on 

behalf of Larry Meadows, who could not join for this video 

conference. 

 

After the conference closes on the web, we plan to host a live 

follow-up technical briefing with a question and answer session 

via teleconference to close the loop on any questions you may 

have. 

 



The teleconference will be conducted on Thursday, June 18, 2009 

at 1:00 pm Eastern Daylight time. Information on the virtual 

conference and the live teleconference is available on the 

Commodity Procurement website. 

 

To ensure that we have sufficient time to adequately answer all of 

your questions during the live briefing on June 18, we ask that 

you submit your questions via email to our contracting office by 

June 15 at the following email address: ls.cp@ ams.usda.gov. 

 

We're confident this web-based video conference will provide you 

with a comprehensive overview of all contractual requirements, 

specification changes and new initiatives that will affect how we 

purchase over the next year. 

 

With that said, I will turn the program over to Duane Williams, the 

Branch Chief and Contract Master for the Commodity 

Procurement branch. Thank you. 

 

 


