
Final Rule Revises Reporting Requirements for Imported Commodities 
 
On January 19, 2009, a rule was published in the Federal Register revising the reporting requirements 
for imports regulated under Section 8e of the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, as 
amended.  These revisions will ensure complete information and streamline the inspection process:  
 

1. Customs Entry Number now mandatory on inspection certificates. 
 

Until now, you have already been required to provide certain information on fruit, vegetable and 
specialty crop inspection certificates.  The Customs Entry Number, which provides an efficient way to 
identify individual commodities and cross-reference all documents pertaining to each lot, has not been 
one of the required fields.  Customs and Border Protection (CBP) generates the unique Customs Entry 
Number and although it has not been necessary, many inspectors note it in the “Remarks” section of the 
inspection certificate or elsewhere.  
 
The new rule makes the Customs Entry Number MANDATORY on all pertinent inspection certificates.  
It allows importers to more easily demonstrate that each lots has met the regulated commodity 
requirements for U.S. imports and also allows the Department of Agriculture (USDA) to more easily 
track them.  After February 17, 2009, if the Customs Entry Number is not on the certificate, CBP will 
not allow your load to cross the border.  To obtain this information, you should contact the importer of 
record or the customs house broker who filed the paper work with CBP.   

 
2. Raisins, dates and dried prunes import declaration forms replaced with generic FV-6 forms. 

 
Import regulations state that individual lots of some imported commodities may be exempt from import 
regulations if used for processing or if consumed via other exempted methods (charitable organizations, 
animal feed, etc.).  Importers and receivers must declare their intent to import such commodities into the 
U.S. by submitting the appropriate documentation to CBP and USDA.   
 
The generic FV-6, “Importer’s Exempt Commodity Form” (FV-6), is used to report most exempt 
imports.  However, raisin and date importers have until now been using similar but separate forms to 
report their commodities.  Dried prunes would also use these forms, but their order is currently 
suspended:   
 

Form No. 1: “Section 8e Entry Declaration” 
Form No. 2: “Section 8e Certification of Processor of Reseller.”  

 
The new rule changes the above reporting requirements by replacing the commodity-specific import 
declaration forms with the generic FV-6 form.  USDA is adopting an electronic version of the FV-6 to 
monitor exempt imports of regulated commodities.  Therefore, replacing the existing raisin, date and 
dried prune forms with the generic FV-6 enables USDA to streamline its operations by collecting 
information electronically and eliminating unnecessary forms. 
 

Need More Information? 
 
Please visit http://www.ams.usda.gov/moab and click on 8e Import Compliance to learn more about the 
revised regulations.  Should you have any questions about the changes or how to file an FV-6 form, 
please do not hesitate to contact the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service Marketing Order 
Administration Branch at 202-720-2491.   


