USDA Livestock and Seed Program

@ Audit, Review, and Compliance Branch
N

Quality System Audit Report

Applicant: Oregon Tilth Certified Organic (OTCO)

National Organic Program/Annual Update Corrective Action Review -
Corrective Action Report

Location(s): Salem, OR
Audit Date(s): March 25, 2004
Audit File Number: NP3357AA
Action Required: No
Auditor(s): Martin Friesenhahn
Contact & Title: Chris Schreiner — Quality Control Director
E-mail Address: chris@tilth.org

Program :

AUDIT ACTIVITIES

On March 25, 2004, a representative of the USDA, AMS, LS Audit, Review, and Compliance (ARC)
Branch conducted a review of corrective actions submitted by Oregon Tilth Certified Organic (OTCO)
Salem, OR in response to the non-compliance identified in the corrective action review
(NP3357AA.NC1).

The purpose of the review was to verify continued compliance to the USDA, AMS 7 CFR Part 205,
National Organic Program (NOP). OTCO submitted corrective actions on February 27, 2004
(NP3357AA CA Audit Documentation).

FINDINGS
The corrective actions submitted by OTCO adequately addressed the noted non-compliance.

NP3357AA.NC1 — CIP — Section 205.404(b)(2) — Adequately Addressed - requires that a certifying
agent must issue a certificate of organic operation which specifies the effective date of certification. The
OTCO certificates do not specify the effective date of the certificate. Section 205.404 (c) states “Once
certified, a production or handling operation’s organic certification continues in effect until surrendered
by the organic operation or suspended or revoked by the certifying agent, the State organic program’s
governing state official, or the Administrator.” The NOP website states: Section 205.404(c) provides that
once certified ... Accordingly, the NOP prohibits any language on the certificate of organic operation
that indicates an expiration or renewal date. The dated signature differs from the “Issue date” stated on
the certificate. There is no way of correlating the dated signature to other information on the certificate
and could indicate an expiration or renewal date. Submitted Corrective Action: OTCO submitted a
revised sample certificate. A NOP effective date was added to indicate when the certified operation is
first certified to the NOP Rule. The “Issue date” was renamed to “Certified by OTCO since” and “signed
and dated” was added under the signature line. The revised certificate submitted complies with
requirements of the NOP and does not refer or imply that the certificate expires or has a renewal date.

RECOMMENDATIONS
I recommend the continued accreditation of Oregon Tilth Certified Organic with surveillance by
appropriate members of the USDA.
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