
 
 
 
Certification of USDA HVI Calibration Standards 
 
USDA HVI calibration standards are established by the Standardization and 
Engineering Branch of the AMS Cotton Program in Memphis, Tennessee, USA.  The 
official USDA logo on USDA standards serves as certification of the authenticity of 
USDA HVI standards.  USDA HVI standards are accepted as the official international 
standard for HVI calibration under the Universal Cotton Standards Agreement which is 
governed by national cotton associations in 22 countries. In addition, the International 
Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) has adopted USDA HVI standards as the official 
standard by way of the ICAC Task Force on Commercial Standardization of 
Instrumentation for Testing Cotton. The International Textile Manufacturers Federation 
recognizes only USDA HVI standards for HVI calibration by way of the ITMF publication 
“HVI User Guide”. There is no other standard for HVI calibration that is governed and 
recognized on an international basis. 
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