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St andar di zati on Secti on

Fresh Products Branch-Fruit & Vegetabl e Prograns
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Dear M. Fusaro:

| wite to support the current proposal to revise current U S. Table G ape
Standards to allow for an additional 5% shatter all owance for table grapes en
route

or at destination. | believe an allowance is needed to reflect fresh table
grape

packagi ng practices.

Recogni zi ng packaging limtations, an additional allowance serves to recognize
the reality of the entire farmto nmarket process while hol ding equal both
fresh

| oose berries and attached berries in terns of quality. | believe grading

st andar ds

are weakened if profiling should occur where fresh berries are separated

based on

acceptabl e |l evel s of attachnent.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Si ncerely,

Dean Thonesen
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