Commrent |nf0: oo ———————=—==
General Comment: March 26, 2008

Vincent J. Fusaro

St andar di zati on Secti on

Fresh Products Branch-Fruit & Vegetabl e Prograns

Agricul tural Marketing Service

U S. Department of Agriculture

1400 | ndependence Avenue, SW, Roonml661, South Buil ding, Stop 0240
Washi ngton, D.C. 20250-0240

Ref erence: February 26th, 2008; Federal Register Vol. 73, No. 38, pgs. 10185-
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Dear M. Fusaro:

| wite to express ny support to add an additional 5% all owance for shattered
berries as proposed by the current AMS/USDA rule revision. Wth the
evolution in

packagi ng, fresh table grapes consistently retain a high level of quality
regardl ess

of whether or not they are attached to the stem

Consuners, as shown through a recent study conm ssioned by the California
Tabl e Grape Conmi ssion, overwhelmngly consider fresh | oose table grapes to be
of equal value to those remmining on the stem |In sone cases, fresh | oose
berries

are preferred because of consuner preference for sweetness and ripeness
enbodi ed in | oose berries resulting from hi gher sugar contents.

We wi dely recognize fresh table grape standards to signal quality, hence, the
need to accurately reflect shatter of high quality is now

| thank you for your consideration and tine.
Si ncerely,

Pat Ri cchi uti
P-R Farns
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