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The Kroger Co. is the largest traditional grocery retailer in the United States. We operate
more than 2,400 grocery stores in 37 states. We employ more than 31 0,000 associates in
our traditional grocery stores, convenience stores, jewelry stores, manufacturing plants
and distribution centers.

On behalf of The Kroger Co. and our customers, I appreciate the opportunity to submit
comments concerning the proposed rule for United States Standards for Grades of Table
Grapes. The AMS seeks to add a 5 percent allowance for shattered berries in consumer
containers.

In 2007, grape sales in Kroger and our family of banners increased more than 8%. We
have seen steady increases in grape sales since 2002, and we believe that is due to the
improved quality of the product and the desire of customers to seek out fresh and healthy
snacks and meals. Grapes today represent the 7" largest commodity in scanned sales in
our produce departments.

Our goal in the Kroger produce department is to provide a variety of high quality, fresh
fruit and vegetables to our customers. The proposed rule by AMS will allow up to 17%
of the berries to be defects and shatters. This is unacceptable to many customers and
families who want their grapes to be fresh and attached to the stem. Our experience has
consistently shown that our customers seek out the bags with the most berries still
attached to the stem.



The bags that have higher numbers of shatters consistently sit in the produce cases for
longer amounts of time and often become “shrink” or products that must be discarded.
Mold and bacteria can develop at an accelerated rate with shattered berries, and some of
the berries will in fact split and become unsaleable.

The proposed rule from AMS clearly represents a decrease in the quality standards for
number one grade grapes, and we believe our customers want our goal to always be to
increase the quality of the grape delivered to a customer.

Reducing the standards for grade one grapes will reduce the quality of grapes that
customers buy in produce sections of America’s grocery stores. The AMS should
reconsider and table its proposal to add a 5% allowance for shattered grapes.
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