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JERAD R. SANDERS FARMING, INC.
P. O. BOX 2020

DELANO, CA. 93216
(661)725-0715 Fax (661)792-6488

Mu:ch 24, 2008 Facsimile Tral18nllsSlon(202) 720-8871
FPBDocketClerk@usda.gov

Mr. Vincent). Fusaro
Standa:J:dizauof.\.Section
Fresh Products B!"mch
Fruit & VcgctC\blePrograrn.~
Agricultur<1lMarketing Service
U-S.Dep~t of Agriculture
140()J:ndependenceAve., S.W., Room 1661
South Building, Stop 0240
Washington, D.C. 20250-0240

Dear ;\fir.Fusaro:

R.e: United States Standards fOfGrades of Table Gra~
(EurQJ?~n Qf'Vinifera Type)
Docket #AMS-FV -07-0140

As a g-rapeship~r we have l'lOticedaVC1'[he past decade table grape packaging and the gt'Carimpl'Ovementswhich
have been made in decreasing d~ n1.UIJ.berof injured b~rri~$at destina.tion. One of these defects happens to be
shattered berries which are [l(,)tattached to the stern. With.today's grapes no longer ate left in the bottom of the lug
but I;"Jthel; ate still u::;l;:<Ibl~<Ifld IT!l'::rdw.ntable ~ir11C£in tht;: clamshell Or the- bag, tllest:: betrit:s sun r.t:rnain extrtmely

sound and useable. I am also well aware of the faCtthat the table grape industry has sat down and di$CU$sedthis
issue on numerous occasions and initially the request went to the USDA for a 10% allowanc;e. However !lOWthe
p:ropased 11.I.lecalls for anIy 5% allowable shatter.

Tthe-refoferespectfully request that this minimal allowance of 5% be approved and thi:sproposed rule becomes a
flrull rule. It ::;houklbt nutl::utfuJ.tl.ktadiCd.grapl.;S'whidlarC-c(;flside:n:1lshattercd '::.Instill be SCOted[or uel.:ayand
other deieers. however a perfectly good pristine grape detached from rhe bunch should not be scored until at least
5%1was present.

111c:refl)1:(: al dli;; tiU1L;r l\":Spectfully iiubmillhe:>L; COll1111<';IlLSin mla] support of the propmed 11Jle by ~lnll:nding the

U.S. Grade Standard for Table Grapes as it relates to shat[er.
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