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United States Department of Agriculture 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs 

Agricultural Marketing Service  
Livestock and Seed Program  

Meat Grading & Certification Branch 
   

High Quality Beef (HQB) Program 

Scope 

Livestock approved under the High Quality Beef (HQB) Program are eligible for 
certification by the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) as “High Quality 
Beef”.  This instruction provides requirements for participation in the HQB 
Program.  Verification and monitoring services for the HQB Program will be 
conducted by Meat Grading and Certification (MGC) Branch, Quality Systems 
Verification Program (QSVP) according to MGC Instruction 700 Quality Systems 
Verification Program General Polices and Procedures for All Programs and MGC 
Instruction 701 Quality Systems Verification Program Guidelines for Process 
Verified Programs (PVP). 

Program Requirements 

1. Livestock must not be more than 30 months of age at time of slaughter.   
The age of cattle will be determined through either birth records or 
physiological evaluation of the carcasses, as described in the Official U. S. 
Standards for Grades of Carcass Beef.  The age of buffalo will be 
determined through birth records, since there is no official standard 
method of determining buffalo age through physiological evaluation. 

2. Livestock must have been fed a nutritionally balanced, high energy feed 
concentration ration containing no less than 70% grain and at least 20 
pounds total feed per day for a minimum of 100 days.  This requirement 
will be verified through the evaluation of feeding and ration records.   

a. HQB must either meet the programs age and feed requirements or 
be graded USDA “Prime” or “Choice”. 

b. Veal and Calf must be graded USDA “Prime” or “Choice” since veal 
and calf are not produced according to the required feeding criteria. 

c. Buffalo must meet the programs age and feed requirements, since 
USDA grade names are not applicable to Buffalo. 

http://www.usda.gov/


3. Livestock must be obtained from and traceable to, approved sources as 
listed on the Official Listing of High Quality Beef Producer’s located on the 
USDA internet website; http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsg. 

Program requirements described in this document and set forth by the LS 
Program’s Quality Systems Verification Program are available on the USDA’s 
Internet website at http://www.ams.usda.gov/Lsg/arc/ARC1000.pdf or by 
contacting the MGC Branch office at (720) 497-2520. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
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