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Today’s Discussion

Introduction/Overnview! of the Branchis
Operations

Inspection Eee: Structure

Grade Standards Review: Preject

State' & EederaltMinnmum: Quality,
Reguirements
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Introduction to the Fresh
Products Branch

IHIStenRy,

Core values

Organizatienal compenents
DIVErsity 0 SERVICES) & pPregrams
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Branch History.

War Emergency BIll,
August 1917

When recelved: In
Interstate Commerce

First Commodity Standard
Potatoes, 1917

Now, 160 standards
on 87 different commodities
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History...

The Approprations Act

of May: 1922 }g

Wihen offered for
laterstate shprient

Cooperative agreements With: the: states to
provide: service on behalif off USDA

Where It Issmore economically sound fex the state
government te previde senrvice...
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Core Values

Honesty

f)

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE
INSPECTION

Efficiency - Impartiality
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Nationwide Service

BUYErS
Sellers

A 1 RECEIVErs
— g

A e
‘IEE{‘}‘_‘-,% Brokers

. ﬂ\ﬁ-ﬁ‘-‘\ SNIPPENS

- ProCEessors
IMPOrers
Other...
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Inspections are Used For...

Eactiialievidence Evidence of
Quality’ control compliance. oy

Establishingl product en=Compliance of:
value Contract Specs

: ., Marketing| Orders: &
Making & obtaining Agrregr:ggntsr 5

Ioan§ . State regulations
Settling claims Import & Export

Basis; fior rejection regquirements
Eacilitating trade
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Programs & Services

ERB provides a Wide range off programs) & Services to
MEeet your business needs:

Partners n Quality’ program
Customer Assisteadl Inspection Program

Geod Ag & Geed Hanadling RPractices pregam
ldentity: Preseivation Program

Foed Defense

Other INSpection;, grading or auditing programs

Training pregrams
Inspection data, general or specific
Billing summary’ infermation
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Nature of Services

Inspection/Grading & Auditing] ACtiVItIES
Voluntany;
Upeni specific reguest; or
Specified! by:

Special Program, Contract, Marketing) Order or Agreement; Import or Export
reguirement

Standardizatien Activities
Industry: standards;
1917-2002 develeped and/er revised! at Specific request
2008] te present “Grade’ Standards; Review: Project”

Trainingl Activiies
Primarily/ 1o Inspection: staii;
Mandatory for Federal staff; strongly stiggested for State: staff
Industry: classes developed by Specific reguest
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Types of Grading Service

Frermminal Market SHIpRING Polnt
L.e., destination L.e., OrgIn er PeINt of
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Grading/Ilnspection Activity

Terminal Market Activity = — 3.5 billion lbs
Commercial Inspections = ~2.5 B Ibs

8e (Import), Non-8e (Import), DPSC, Institutions and
Other Agencies, Contracts, Misc., Canadian Import
Requirements & U.S. Export Acts = ~ 1.0 B Ibs

Shipping Point Activity = — 73 billion Ibs
Commercial Inspections = ~26 B Ibs

8e (Import), Non-8e (Import), Farmers’ Stock Peanuts,
Raw Products for Processing = ~ 47 B Ibs
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Organizational Components

Office of the' Chief
Standardization Section

Elelal Operations Section
Pregram: SUpport Section
Training & Develepment Section
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Eield Operations Section

Provides a uniform grading service to
financially interested parties;

Employs more than 200 personnel
across the country;

Develops and implements new
programs
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Fresh Electronic Inspection
Reporting/Resource System

IAspectors: tiilize rugeedized lapteps: leaded wiith
URIgUe: sofitware: o Peferming INSPECHIoNS

AllIF'US’ grade standards, Inspection manuals, and
vistiali aids areravailanle onrthe system

Allfcalculations and nitial grade: determinatiens
macderpy: seftwale

IASPECLOr IreVIews Certificater anal i necessany,
eVEer-rdes/writes correct or adaitienal
statements
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FRESH
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USDA
United States Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Marketing Service

Fruit & Vegetable Programs .

Fresh Products Branch Certificate and Lot Total t‘% Month
From 100172005 to 6152006

Certificate Total by Month

102005
11/2005
12/2005

ﬁ 1/2008
E 202008
_E 22008
412008
5/2008

812008

0 2000 4000 G000 5000 10000

Certificate Amount Total- §7.200

Lot Total by Month

102005
11/2005
12/2005

E 112008

E 22006

E 32006

] 2000 4000 2000 5000 10000 12000 14000

Lot Amount Total: 94,927

INSPECTION




USDA

United States Department of Agriculture
AMS Fruit & Vegetable Programs
Fresh Products Branch

Top 10 Commodities
& : o
: g
: i
b § ,g
E g
3
iR
10000 2
Amount of Inepestions ' g
Commodity Amount of Certificates
Tomatoes 9,147
Peppers 6,019
Grapes, Table 4,926
Lettuce 3775
Strawberries 3,262
Romaine 2,640
Squash 2,611
Cantaloups 2310
Potatoes 2,142
Oranges 1.983

Inspection Total by Commeadity - Page 1 of 1
Report \erslon: FOO13

INSPECTION




Office Summary by Assigned Inspectors I

i - Vigr.
Selected Date Range: 5/1/2004 to 6152004

Actual Date Range: 5202004 fo 6/152006 R e p O rt S

Certificates

¥ % i i _ Total Total Ave Av

B E : B E Total Miles Overfime  Response Inspection

& 7 o & = Fees Travelsd (Hrl Tima { Bro
AEET 2150 87 2 0 2248 $28391007 23201 137 0.79 0.48
ALLARD 1203 44 0 2 1330 $178,550.04 14,052 241 150 0.64
APONTE L 0 o o 9 $1,333.50 136 012
i 1310 66 1 2 1379 417557875 1,100 115 3.90 117
ATSAVES 1488 132 [ 0 1620  $217,23318 12,509 430 208 095
BAMIRO 1204 102 0 0 L306  $174,52283 12,130 244 282 112
BARLOW 606 45 4 1 656 510189198 15,056 141 403 07
EELL 1095 46 0 1 L142  $173,65775 14,673 76 147 0.90
BENAVIDES JR. 642 67 ] 0 709 $81,111.00 6,419 152 155 105
BENNETT 50 ] ] i 27 $£11,548.78 1,074 1d 1.60 0.70
BOWERY 1142 T ] (] 1216 $192,029.82 28,056 540 327 0.56

Pagel

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE
INSPECTION



TDS Activity, FY-06

New! Inspector lirainingl class (Includes 2 weeks: OJiF in
Philly: & Tihe Brenx)

Refiresher Traming classes fior all experenced INSPectors
Industry Training classes: In| coeperation wWith UEEVA
Industry Fraining| CIasses for SpPEecific cempanies

Eeodl Defense lraining class

GAR/GIHP classes

PIQ Ti@aiing

Mexican Inspection: Service-focused: frain-the-Trainer
class

Train-the-TIirainer class
Auditor Training class (development stage)
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Questions on the general overview
of the Fresh Products Branch?

Jump into
“Inspection Fee Structure” discussion
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Inspection Fee Structure

Eees;and apprepriations; Cover:
Stalfifi-salany: & benefits (=72% ofi CostS)
Rent, facilities maintenance
Stafi:travel
Stafi training
Supplies
Program, AGency, Department evernead costs
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Brief History of Terminal
Market Fee Situation

PEeAIC IncCeases pre-1998

Increase scheduled for 1998

Withdrawn With: Cengressionall apprepriation in: 2004
NG fee Increases from: 1998-2004

Presented altermate plan to 2002 EVIAC
Supported 15% increase EY-08, 05, 07, 09
Implementeadiincrease FY-04" & EY-06

Presented situation: ter 2005 EVIAC

Supported multi-year Increase
In process with Dept., OBPA and OMB
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Fees & Revenue
Actual & Projections

Actual threugh 2005 Projections tor 2014

Obligations $22.2 M Federal market only

Reflect $1/2. M cost Eederal-State
Savings dependent on State’s

Revenue $17.5 M prevision! eff SERVICEs
| Obligations $=27 VI

Revenue $—28: Vi
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22,888,497

22,332,086 22,233,505
/ \ N\

Net Gain / (Loss) \

7~ (5,751,108)

20,307,298

(5,867,993)

>‘ (3,495,351)

_/

—
y. 1-4 17,544,921 —&— Obligations
= M7,137,389 8- Revenue
16,811,947

16,464,093
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Required to maintain aminimum 4
month operating reserve

A

Proposed Fee Increases \
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Market Fees

Eederal & Eederal-State Vialkets: (vost)
Charge according to; Eee Schedule
Full' load Q&C = $114
Less than 12 load Q&C = $95
Sublot/same commodity, = $52
Hourly: rate for inspection = $49
Hourly: rate for auditing = $75
O hourly rate = fees + $29
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Shipping Peint Eees

EStablished by’ States
Reasenanle to fecover costs off providing Senvice

Auditing fees recommenaded at heurly,
rate of $75

IHigher Input (additionallskills, training & oversight
needed)

Usedl at Shipping| Points & Markets
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Funding Sources

Inspectien/Grading & AUditing SERVICES
User-fee Basis
“Applicant” reguesting service Is hilled

Standardization Activities

Historically funded! vias appropriations
Due'to the impact en the “greater geed” ofi the consumer

Uncertain in FY-08

Iraining Activities
Autierzation By Congress; inf 2001 withi 5-year Appropration
Expired at end ofi EY-05 (September 2005)
Currently reflected in the Eederal terminal market fiees
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Questions on the
“Inspection Fee Structure”?

Jump into

“Standards Revision Project”
& “Federal and State Grade
Comparison” discussion
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Grade Standards Review
Project

Understanding that grade: standards; are
et “USDA™ standards; put Industny,
Standaras

A recommendation; of your: 2002
committee memiers

USDA developed & implemented: culrent
PrOCESS
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Why: Review?

Greater range of produce availanie and
[eguests; for InSpection

New: techinology: heing used by iIndusty.
Standalds noet heing fully, utilized

Your recommendation te Secretary. of
Agriculture By EVIAC in 2002
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Project Goals

Review: eachi standard for Uity

Ensure revision/development meets
the needs; of:

Produce Industry: (i.e., does it provide useful

Infiermation to, market product or make PUSINESs
decision)

USIDA (.., caniit be done during inspection?)
Develop Iongl range plan fier completion
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Current Status of Review

33 commodity standards; reviewed to) date

3 new: standards, developed
Manges
Eield grewn leaiftlettuce
Muscadine: grapes
A Withdrawn
Cucumiers
Siap; beans
Lemens
Dewbertries & Blackherries
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Reviewed/Revised Standards

SWeet potatees (addead petite size)
Kale

Strawberries; (lbasis of Inspection)
Asparagus (Include white and: purple)
Glebe Artichiokes

Limes (juice content determination)
SWEET PEPPErS

Watermelons (define seedless)
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Current Activity

Commoaities In
PrECESS, Include:

Avocades (EL)

Pea Poeds (Snew:Peas)
NEVN,

Broccoll
Greenhouse tomatoes

Jlomatoes; oni the Vine
e

Sweet Cherries

FVIAC Mtg. 6/27/06

Ffable Grapes
MUsShroems
Oranges (CA)
Potatees
Parsiey

Pears (Winter)

Cultivated Ginseng
NEVN,

Summer Sguash




Anticipated Results

Revised standards that more accurately refiect
Industry marketing practices

New standards; on additionall commodities

Greater obpjectivity. In defect secoring
More defined scering guides
Revised or developed Inspection INStructions
Developed new: visual aids

Greater use of the stanedards
Refierences in Industry. centracts
Increased Inspection: activity:
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Future Plans

Continue process until all'listed standards; have
DEEN reviewed

Erem eriginal list off 38
Other commodities reguested by Industry: take: prieriby.

Each year thereafiter:

Evaluate tep five commodities Inspectead
Erem Branch's inspection database, andl that
IHave noet reviewed inf previous five year

TWwoeradditienal commoaities
NOt reviewed! in past 20 years
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State & Federal Minimum
Quality Requirements

A general discussion

Review! andl cempare: a US, standaid
With' & State: standard
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Review & Compare
U.S. & State Grade Standards

SemeE commodities have both US & State
Standards, I.e.,

Cherries (US,and Washingten State)
Pears (USrand Oregon)
Aspalagus (US and Hawair)

Either can be applied te a commodity at
applicants reguest

Market staifi apply’ US Standards unless othenwise
specified
ShIppINg point staffi apply requested standard
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Grade Standard Comparison

Chapter 16-414 WAC

United States Standards N L aelards for clyrrics
for Grades of i B -

. SWEET CHERRIES
Sweet Cherries 6414-005 What deitons are Imptan b s chapte?
16-414-010 What are No. 1 grade and No. 1 um&mﬂ charries?
16-414-011 What size requirements apply to sweet cherries?

16-414-012 What lolerances apply to Washington No. 1 and Northwest No. 1 grade sweet cherries at their shipping
point and an route or at their destination?

16-414-014 What tolerancas apply to sweet cheries that are “off-size™?

16-414-016 Does Washington state adopd the U.S. standards for grades of sweel cherries?

16-414-020 How are individual sample tolerances applied to Washington No. 1 and Northwest No. 1 grade sweet
cheries?

Effective May 7, 1971 16-414-045 What specific defocts sdered damage o
16-414-065 What specific defects are considered “serious damage” to Washinglon standards?
16-414-085 What apply to used to ship hesrias?
16-414-086 Can the director grant Lo U Ested in WAC 16-414-0857
16-414-000 What marking apply to sweel cherry
Part Il
SULPHURED CHERRIES
16-414-105 What definitions are imporant to suiphured cherries?
16-414-107 What are the Washinglon state grades for sulphured cherries?
16-414-108 What are the tolerances for Washinglon sulphured chemies?
16-414-110 What are the size requirements for all grades of Washington sulphured whale cheries?
16-414-120 What are the tolerance for th of lots of No. 1 and

Mo. 2 grade sulphured cherres?

16-414-125 What tolerances apply to sulphured pitied cherries?

16-414-145 What specific defects ara considered damage to Washington standards for sulphured cheries?
16-414-158 What specific defects are considered serious damage to Washington standards for sulphured chermies?
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General
Discussion...
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Questions: or Comments?
Contact the Branch at:
202-720-58701or 800-811-2373

202-720-0893f fax
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