
Executive Committee Conference Call Minutes 

November 25, 2003 

 

Present; Mark King, Andrea Caroe, Dennis Holbrook, Dave Carter, Jim Riddle, Kim (Burton) 
Dietz, Rose Koenig 
NOP: Katherine Benham, Richard Mathews, Arthur Neal, Keith Jones  

1.      Call To Order – Mark King, NOSB Chair  

2.      Review and Approval of Agenda – Dennis moved to approve  
   agenda with changes.  

3.      Announcements – Andrea is no longer working for QAI.    

4.      Secretary’ s Report  

a.    EC October 14, 2003 Meeting Minutes – review and approve at next EC call. 

b.   JR – submitted minutes from Friday session of  October NOSB meeting for insertion 
into the full minutes.  Action:  KimD to send public speaker minutes to 
Katherine.  JR to send updated minutes from Friday session.  

5.      Chair Report 

a. Executive Committee Meeting Schedule – Action: EC members to send Mark 
tentative schedule for next three months availability for EC conference calls. 
Action: KimD to send committee calendars for input(complete).  

b. Task Force Member Confidentiality Agreements – should there be a 
confidentiality agreement extended to task force members.  Dave:  recommends 
a standard confidentiality agreement in policy handbook.  Action: JR suggested 
referral to the PDC for development and that Richard check into legal issues.   

c. Proposed Task Force Reporting Structure  

                                 i.      Task Force 

                                 ii.      Appropriate Committee 

                                 iii.      Board  

6. New Materials Review Process  
a. Status of materials reviewed in October, 2003 (discuss in committee reports)  
b. Materials requiring additional work (discuss in committee reports) 

   
7. Comments & NOP Briefing:  Barbara Robinson – Director of TMD, Richard Mathews – 

Program Manager, NOP, Keith Jones – NOP  
a. Rulemakings in final. Peer review in process.  
b. A consolidated NL is now published on the website.   



c. Livestock docket still in development. 
   

8. Committee Chair Reports  
a. Accreditation/Compliance – Andrea  

                                     i.      Guidance document regarding minor non-compliance is currently in 
draft 7.  Put on agenda for April meeting. 

                                     ii.      Information on certificates – concept paper is currently being 
reviewed by Keith Jones.  KJ – the issues in this paper are incorporated 
in the  ECERT project.  Committee will see document when it goes live. 

                                    iii.      NOP working on clarification to an FAQ on 100% label claim.   

                                   iv.      New issues –  

1.   Creating certifier training to clarify issues.   

2.   Materials recommended by NOSB and how certifiers handle a 
corrective action.  Consistency between certifiers.   

3.   Formulated products on the NL and inactive ingredients (ie. 
Vitamins, flavors, paper mulch).  KJ - The NOP is looking at non-
active ingredients and whether or not they are eligible for review. 
KimD noted that the NOSB approved an ingredient affidavit 
template for documentation.   

b. Crops – Dennis  

                                     i.      May meeting materials.  Action:  DH to discuss with Owusu as to the 
status of these materials. 

                                    ii.      Clarification on who is handling the action on the two deferred 
materials . Potassium Silicate – question whether or not the petitioner is 
going to pursue.  If withdrawing petition then it needs to be formally 
withdrawn from the process.  DH to verify.  Discussion about Phosphoric 
Acid petition. 

c. Handling – Kevin;  

                                   i.      Update on May materials. Malic acid, Microorganism, Egg White 
Lysozyme are to be completed by 11/26/03 and sent to NOP. Need to 
complete SAPP ,  

                                    ii.      New Materials for April 2004 meeting.  TSPP (take it through the 
evaluation process and not assume the outcome – provide a new 
recommendation to the NOSB), Nitrous Oxide. 

d. Livestock – George  

                                    i.      Nancy is working on May meeting materials. 



e. Materials – Rose  

                                    i.      Rose is discussing with Keith and Richard on material review.  
Action;  KimD to send Rose the materials manual.  Scan the document 
for the entire board.   

                                    ii.      Arthur is the contact for all communications with VTech.   

                                    iii.      Question: Is there documentation on the contractor communication 
and how we can be clear on the process for statement of work.  NOP 
(Arthur) is  the contact with the vendor.   

                                    iv.      KimD asked if a petition has been received for Puilan.  Does NOP 
have it?  Action:  KimD to send Richard contact information (complete). 

                                    v.      Rose – what is NOP looking at with petition completeness?  Look 
closely with how the materials match up with the regulations, EPA, etc. 

f. Policy Development – Dave  

                                    i.      Seven items are currently being worked on.   Asking for input from 
committee chairs for items that the policy committee should be working 
on.  

9. Old Business/Action Items from Previous Meetings? 
   

10. Other Business 
   

a. Richard ; someone inquiring about the use of latex paint on tree trunks.  What 
are the alternatives? 
   

b. Jim mentioned that the posting of denials and revocations is down on the NOP 
website.  RM replied that the site is under construction and may not go back up.   
   

c. Dave:  Black hole on minutes on the NOSB web page.  2002 are in the wrong 
location and need to be moved to a better site. 
   

11. Next Meeting December 17, 2003, 11:00 am EST 
   

12. Adjourn 2:30 pm EST  
 


