
OFFICIAL MARBLING PHOTOGRAPHS 

Purpose 

The Livestock and Seed Program and the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association recently reprinted 
the Official USDA Marbling Photographs.  The purpose of reprinting was to obtain a sufficient number 
of sets to replace those currently in use prior to any significant deterioration due to wear and fading. 

Procedure 

Each supervisor and grader shall receive a new set of photographs coded USDA 3073 (see 
Attachment A).  The effective date for using the new sets is April 30, 2007.  Use of sets coded USDA 
4013 shall be discontinued.  However, unused sets may be distributed to schools and members of the 
industry for "unofficial" use. 

As in the past, these photographs are the official illustrations of the lower limits of the appropriate 6 
marbling degrees referenced in the official standards.  Supervisors and graders are required to have 
the complete set of photographs readily available when performing official grading duties.  Sufficient 
care must be taken to avoid exposing the photographs to moisture, heat, and direct sunlight, as these 
elements will adversely affect the color fixation. 

The set of photographs is available for purchase by members of the industry and other interested 
parties by contacting the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association at the following address: 
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Marketing and Regulatory Programs 
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National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association 
5420 South Quebec 
Street 
Greenwood Village, 
Colorado  80111 
Phone:  800-368-3138 
Fax:      303-694-2851 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




