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EQUIPMENT

Purpose 

The purpose of this instruction is to identify the types of equipment, define procedures 
for handling equipment, and to establish replacement costs for inventorial equipment 
used by Meat Grading and Certification (MGC) Branch employees.   

Types of Equipment 

MGC Branch equipment is classified either as inventorial or non-inventorial.  Inventorial 
equipment must be reported on form MGC 256 Inventory, Annual Inventory of Meat 
Grading Equipment (Exhibit A).  Transactions of inventorial equipment such as orders, 
returns, and transfers are to be reported on form MGC 256 Transaction, Report of Meat 
Grading Equipment Transactions (Exhibit B).  Non-inventorial equipment is not reported. 
 No alteration or substitution of equipment is authorized except as outlined in this or 
other MGC Branch Instructions.  The MGC Branch Office supplies all equipment. 

Inventorial 

1. Grade (No Class) Rollers - USDA Shield Type.  Prime, Choice, Select, Standard, 
Commercial, Utility, and Cutter. 

2. Grade and Class - USDA Shield Type. 

a. VEAL – Prime and Choice. 

b. CALF - Prime, Choice, and Good. 

c. LAMB - Prime, Choice, and Yield 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

3. Grade Ident Applicator (GIA).  The GIA contains one coded preliminary grade 
ident insert and yield grade inserts "1 through 5." Removing inserts from the 
band to be used in other devices, such as a hammer device (purchased at 
graders own expense) is permissible.   

4. MGC Branch Prototype Equipment – Can be used in lieu of the GIA and is 
subject to all provisions of this Instruction. 
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5. Class Band - Each band contains inserts for bull, bullock, veal, calf, lamb, 
yearling mutton, and mutton classes. 

6. Grade Band - Contains inserts for Standard, Commercial, Utility, Cutter, Canner, 
and Cull grades. 

7. Yield Grade Band – Contains inserts for yield grades “1 through 5” and five 
grader ID inserts. 

8. Preliminary Grade Ident Insert – Contains grader preliminary grade ident code 
and may be ordered separately and accounted for as such at inventory. 

9. Stamps - Accepted as Specified (Bronze and Rubber), Pre-Ident (Bronze), and 
USDA Shield Identification (Rubber). 

10. Government-Issued Padlocks – MGC Branch employees will use inventorial 
locks to secure official grading equipment in approved equipment lockers.  Each 
lock has two keys.  The keys must be rotated regularly to prevent excessive wear 
to one key. 

Roller Brand Sequence 

Each roller is assembled in a specific sequence.  MGC Branch employees must check 
newly issued rollers and report any deviation from the sequence set forth in this 
Instruction to the Equipment Officer.  The following list does not represent all available 
combinations. 

1. Combination Quality and Yield - Yield shield, grader identification (ID), four 
quality shields, yield shield, grader ID, and four quality shields. 

2. No Class - Grader ID, six quality shields, grader ID, and five quality shields.  

3. Veal and Calf - Species ID, two quality shields, grader ID, three quality shields, 
species ID, two quality shields, grader ID, and three quality shields. 

4. Lamb Combination Quality and Yield - Two quality shields, species ID, two 
quality shields, yield shield, two quality shields, species ID, two quality shields, 
and a yield shield. 

Non-inventorial  

Non-inventorial items are only accountable at the MGC Branch level.  Do not report 
non-inventorial equipment on the annual inventory.  These items are furnished by the 
MGC Branch upon request.  Non-inventorial equipment is MGC Branch property, and is 
to be returned to the MGC Branch Office upon termination of employment. 



1. Equipment Cases 

2. Grading Aids - Ribeye grid, lamb probe, beef yield grade ruler, and a pork 
backfat ruler. 

3. Meat Thermometers (Dial or Digital) - Employees are to be issued one digital and 
one dial thermometer.  Batteries for digital thermometers have a 1-year life 
expectancy.  Employees should request new batteries from the MGC Branch 
Office.  If batteries are purchased locally a receipt must be submitted for 
reimbursement.  This receipt may not be claimed on a travel voucher.  

4. Tape Rules 

5. Chassis 

6. Brushes - Use a hose clamp to fasten brush to chassis. 

7. Cooler Coats 

8. Helmets 

Replacement Charges for Inventorial Equipment 

Grade, Combination, or Grade 
and Class Roller 

20.00 
each 

Grade Ident Applicator 15.00 
each 

Grade, Yield Grade, or Class 
Band 

15.00 
each 

Equipment Lock and Keys (2) 60.00 
each 

Accepted as Specified Bronze 
Stamp 

85.00 
each 

Accepted as Specified Rubber 
Stamp 

42.50 
each 

Pre-Ident Stamp 75.00 
each 

USDA Shield Rubber Stamp 42.50 
each 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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