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1. Purpose: 
 
To provide standard procedures for the collection, packaging and shipping of poultry products 
for the USDA/Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)/Monitoring Programs Office (MPO) 
Pesticide Data Program (PDP). 

 
 
2. Scope: 
 

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) shall be followed by all Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) personnel acting as PDP sample collectors during the entire sample collection 
process as required by PDP. 

 
 
3. Outline of Procedures: 

 
6.1 Collection of Poultry Samples  
6.2 Unified Sampling Form (USF) 
6.3 Shipping of Poultry Samples 

 
 
4. References: 

 
• Personal Communication with Harry Walker, Chief, Residue Branch, Office of Public 

Health and Science (OPHS), FSIS, January 17, 18 2006.    
• Reimbursable Agreement and Statement of Work for project  entitled “Poultry Sampling--

-Performed by USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service for USDA Agricultural 
Marketing Service,” effective January 1, 2006. 

• Meeting between Diana Haynes (Deputy Director, MPO), Jo Dyer (Sampling Manager, 
MPO), Harry Walker (Chief, Residue Branch, OPHS, FSIS), Margaret O’Keefe (Chemist, 
OPHS, FSIS), and Doritza Pagan-Rodriguez (Chemist, OPHS, FSIS) conducted in 
Washington, DC on September 7, 2005. 

• AMS/FSIS Meeting, Washington, DC, January 10, 2000 
• Attachment A (Contact List of Persons Participating in Poultry Program) 
• Attachment B (Poultry Sample Collection Dates) 
• Memorandum, Meat, Poultry, and Egg Testing Program, William Franks, December 16, 

1999 
• USDA, AMS, PDP Federal-State Meeting, October 26-28, 1999 
• USDA, FSIS Directive 10,210.1 Unified Sampling Form, 10/15/97 
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5. Summary: 
 
The poultry survey was developed in consultation with USDA's FSIS. Samples will be 
collected from primarily young chickens with approximately five percent collected from 
older/mature chickens (spent hens).  FSIS inspectors will act as PDP samplers to collect, 
package, and ship poultry products to the USDA National Science Laboratory (NSL) in 
Gastonia, North Carolina, for analysis.   
 
The purpose of these procedures is to provide guidelines to FSIS inspectors carrying out PDP 
work during the sampling process.  Samples will be collected from Federally inspected poultry 
slaughter facilities and shipped to NSL for analysis.  At least 600 poultry samples shall be 
collected over a one-year period between January 1 and December 31.  To account for 
spoilage or oversights in sampling, a 12 percent overage will be instituted.  The final sampling 
plan will therefore include the collection of 672 samples.  Each sample will consist of breast 
muscle tissue from each of six (6) chickens and thigh muscle tissue from each of the same six 
(6) chickens.  All samples will contain attached skin and will be deboned.  All samples will be 
shipped to NSL in frozen condition.  Attachment A contains contact information for FSIS and 
AMS personnel associated with the project. 
 

6. Specific Procedures: 
 
This SOP represents minimum PDP requirements for the collection, packaging, and shipping 
of poultry samples.  This SOP will be used as the measure of compliance in the event of a 
USDA/MPO sampling review. 
 
6.1  Collection of Poultry Products 

 
a. Samples will be collected only by FSIS personnel at federally inspected poultry 

slaughter facilities on Monday of each week.  In the event of a Monday holiday, 
FSIS personnel should check with NSL for an agreeable sample receipt date that 
would ensure the timely transmission of results data. 

 
b. Each facility will be assigned a specific number of samples to collect based on 

relative plant volume throughput.  Specific site information will be provided to 
MPO by FSIS prior to the start of sample collection each quarter. 

 
c. The sample collection period will begin January 1, 2006.  Actual sampling dates 

throughout the collection period will be arranged by FSIS. 
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d. Samples shall not be collected more than one time a day from any slaughter 
facility. 

 
   

e. FSIS and MPO will review the number of samples collected at the end of each 
three-month period to assure that the number of samples collected is on target with 
the annual goal. 

 
f. FSIS inspectors will randomly collect 13 poultry samples of each muscle tissue per 

week.   
 

g. FSIS inspectors shall collect breast muscle tissue from each of six (6) chickens and 
thigh muscle tissue from each of the same six (6) chickens. 

 
h. The six birds from which the muscle tissues are obtained for each sample shall be 

collected from the same flock. 
 
i. FSIS inspectors shall remove the breast and thigh muscle from the chicken. 

 
j. FSIS inspectors shall de-bone the breast and thigh and will discard the bones.  

Only the meat and skin portion of the breast and thigh will be packed and shipped 
to NSL for analysis.  

 
k. Each sample shall be placed in the plant’s freezer overnight to ensure that samples 

are shipped in a frozen condition. 
 

l. Industry has the option to retain the carcasses. 
 
m. All samples will be collected, packaged, and shipped in accordance with FSIS 

Directive 10,210.1 and Directive 7355.1. 
 
 

6.2.  Unified Sampling Form  
 
a. FSIS inspectors shall complete all applicable and FSIS-required information on 

FSIS Form 10,210-3, Requested Sample Programs. 
 
b. If a scheduled sample can not be collected, a brief explanation shall be provided 

under Section 28, “Remarks”.  NSL and MPO shall be notified if resampling is 
required. 
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c. One FSIS Form 10,210-3 must be placed in the shipping container along with the 

samples. 
 

 
6.3   Shipping of  Poultry Products 

 
a. All shipping and packing materials will be provided by FSIS. 
 
b. Pre-addressed FedEx shipping labels will be provided by MPO. 

 
c. Samples shall be shipped via overnight service (i.e., FedEx) on Tuesday of each 

week to ensure their arrival at NSL on Wednesday morning.  The collection site’s 
return address shall be clearly marked on the outside of the shipping container. 

 
d. All samples must be shipped in frozen condition. 
 
e. Samples shall be shipped so that they will not arrive at NSL on a holiday. 

 
f. Shipping materials shall be returned to FSIS within a week of receipt by NSL for 

their reuse.  Overnight delivery of these materials is unnecessary and is not 
encouraged.  
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 Jo Dyer        1/3106 
________________________________________            _________________________ 
Prepared by:  Jo Dyer       Date 
Sampling Manager, Pesticide Data Program 
8609 Sudley Road; Suite 206 
Manassas, VA  20110 
(703) 330-2300 
 
 
 
 
 Diana Haynes      1/31/06    
________________________________________                __________________________ 
Approved By:  Diana Haynes      Date 
Technical Director, Pesticide Data Program 
8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206 
Manassas, VA 20110 
(703) 330-2300 
 
 
 
 
 `tÜà{t _tÅÉÇà      DBFDCI 
________________________________________                 __________________________ 
Approved By:  Martha Lamont      Date 
Program Administrative Director, Pesticide Data Program 
8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206 
Manassas, VA 20110 
(703) 330-2300 
 

 
ORIGINAL SIGNATURE PAGE MAINTAINED BY USDA, AMS, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, MONITORING PROGRAMS OFFICE 

ELECTRONICALLY REPRODUCED SIGNATURES 
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Attachment A 
 
PARTICIPATING USDA OFFICES AND CONTACT INFORMATION  
 
FSIS Liaisons: 
Margaret O’Keefe     Julie A. Cornett, DVM 
USDA, FSIS, OPHS, ZDRSD, RB   Sr. Staff Officer 
Mail Drop Room 343, Aerospace Center  Technical Assistance/Correlation Division 
1400 Independence Ave. SW    Technical Service Center, Omaha, NE 68102 
Washington, DC 20250-3700    Ph: 402-221-7400 or 800-233-3935 
Ph:  202-690-6619     E-mail: julie.cornett@fsis.usda.gov 
E-mail:  margaret.okeefe@fsis.usda.gov      
 
Joann Hicks      Robyn C. Johnson 
Information Technology Specialist   Sample Handling Specialist 
Application Implementation Branch, DSMD  950 College Station Rd 
Room 344, Aerospace Center    Athens, GA  30606 
901 D. St., S.W.     Ph:  706-546-3331 
Washington, DC  20024      Fax:  706-546-3383 
Ph:  202-690-6298     E-mail: robyn.johnson@fsis.usda.gov   
Fax:  202-690-6601      
E-mail:  joann.hicks@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Paul Haynes, Chief Financial Officer   Josephine King, Program Analyst 
Office of Management    Management Support Staff, OPHS 
1400 Independence Ave     Room 333 Aerospace Center 
Washington, DC 20250    901 D Street, S.W. 
Ph:  202-720-2912      Washington, DC  20024 
Fax:  202-720-5399     Ph:  202-690-6447   
E-mail:  paul.haynes@fsis.usda.gov   Fax:  202-690-6337 
       E-mail:  josephine.king@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Nelson Clinch, Mathematical Statistician  Gary Davis, DVM  
Data Analysis and Support Staff, OPPED  TAC, Staff Officer, OPPED 
Room 202 Cotton Annex    1299 Farnam St., Suite 300 
300 12th St., SW     Landmark Center 
Washington, DC 20250    Omaha, NE  68102 
Ph:  202-720-7471     Ph: 402-221-7479 
E-mail:  nelson.clinch@fsis.usda.gov   E-mail:  gary.davis3@usda.gov  
AMS Liaisons: 
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Martha Lamont, Director    Diana Haynes, Deputy Director 
Monitoring Programs Office (MPO)   Monitoring Programs Office (MPO) 
8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206    8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206 
Manassas, VA 20110     Manassas, VA 20110 
Ph:  703-330-2300, ext. 17    Ph:  703-330-2300, ext. 34 
Fax:  703-369-0678     Fax:  703-369-0678 
E-mail:  martha.lamont@usda.gov   E-mail:  diana.haynes@usda.gov 
 
Jo Dyer, Sampling Manager    Lisa Pearmund, Management Analyst 
Monitoring Programs Office (MPO)   Monitoring Programs Office (MPO) 
8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206    8609 Sudley Road, Suite 206 
Manassas, VA 20110     Manassas, VA 20110 
Ph:  703-330-2300, ext. 19    Ph:  703-330-2300, ext. 11 
Fax:  703-369-0678     Fax:  703-369-0678 
E-mail:  jo.dyer@usda.gov    E-mail:  lisa.pearmund@usda.gov 
 
Michael Legendre, Director    Roger Simonds, Supervisory Chemist 
USDA, AMS, Science & Technology  USDA, AMS, Science & Technology 
National Science Laboratory (NSL)   National Science Laboratory (NSL) 
801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B   801 Summit Crossing Place, Suite B 
Gastonia, NC 28054     Gastonia, NC 28054 
Ph:  704-867-3873     Ph:  704-867-3873 
Fax:  704-853-2800     Fax:  704-853-2800 
E-mail:  michael.legendre@usda.gov   E-mail:  roger.simonds@usda.gov 
 


