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Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 

Shell Egg Certification Requirements (Breaking Stock) 
 

PURPOSE 

This instruction outlines specific requirements that must be met before certifying breaking stock for 
shipment to Canada. 

POLICY 

Suppliers have the option of exporting shell eggs in any of the below listed categories.  Environmental 
testing for Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) of egg processing facilities is not required for eggs exported 
specifically to egg breaking facilities for further processing in Canada. 

However, each producer/packer requesting certification of shell eggs destined for Canada must provide a 
Certificate of Conformance (CoC) on company letterhead to accompany each shipment of eggs packaged 
for the ultimate consumer.  The CoC signed by the producer (source flock owner) must declare: 

“The eggs covered by the attached USDA certificate did not originate from a flock in a layer 
house with an environment testing positive for the presence of Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) or 
from eggs testing positive for SE.” 

I. Shell Egg Categories 

A. U.S. Nest Run Grade 

The product must be officially graded and meet the requirements of U.S. Nest Run shell 
eggs.  The eggs must be described as U.S. Nest Run on the Form LP-210S, Shell Egg 
Grading Certificate as well as on the product label (Exhibit I).  It is optional for the 
packer to report the weight class for U.S. Nest Run Grade shell eggs.  Refer to Exhibit 
II for Form LP-210S certificate example. 

B. Ungraded Eggs 

The eggs must be described as "Ungraded Eggs" on the grading certificate as well as on 
the product label. The USDA “Officially Certified as Stated on the Certificate” Stamp 
should be used to identify Pallets of Ungraded Eggs and be documented on the LP-210S. 
Do not use the USDA “Graded for Export” Stamp. Ungraded eggs may be subject to 
destination inspection by CFIA at the port of entry.  Shipments showing evidence of 
excessive dirty eggs, leakers, or evidence of insects, mold, or rodents may be refused 
entry.  Specifically, loads may be refused when they are found to contain more than 8-
percent dirties, exceeding 1/3 of the shell surface, 3-percent leakers, or evidence of mold. 

At the time of shipment, the USDA grader will first perform an initial inspection by 
walking around the entire load to identify any obvious defects for removal (mold, leakers, 
evidence of insects, or damaged packing/packaging materials).  Secondly, the USDA 
grader must visually inspect one sample (100-eggs per sample) for every two pallets 
being shipped, a maximum of ten samples of product, to certify that the packing and 
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packaging material is clean and that the eggs do not exceed 8-percent dirties, exceeding 

 

1/3 of the shell surface, or 3-percent leakers.  When there is an odd number of pallets 
presented for examination, the number of samples will be rounded up to a whole number. 

The results of the packing and packaging condition and product sample examination 
results must be recorded on the Form LP-211, Poultry Products Grading Memorandum 
and shall be attached to the USDA grader’s copy of the certificate.  Product percentages 
are not required on Form LP-210S. 

CFIA will notify the importer if a load has been refused entry and request that they 
correct the identified non-conformance before the next shipment.  When shipment is 
refused entry, CFIA will intensify inspection of eggs originating from an identified 
exporter/egg packer and examine the next five subsequent shipments.  If any of these 
shipments are refused, CFIA will discontinue accepting ungraded eggs from the 
identified and will notify USDA of this action. 

Thereafter, subsequent shipments will only be accepted if the eggs are certified and 
identified as meeting either the requirements of U.S. Nest Run shell eggs or Canada 
Grade C.  If the exporter wishes to resume exporting ungraded eggs to Canada, the 
exporting company must submit a petition for review to the USDA National Supervisor, 
Shell Eggs, for forwarding to CFIA. 

Exhibit VI provides contact information for the CFIA, Food Import Program. 

C. Canada C 

1. CFIA has established a further processing grade of shell eggs (Canada C).  The 
eggs must originate from a plant utilizing continuous voluntary resident or 
temporary grading service.  The product must be officially graded and meet the 
requirements of Canada C as follows: 

(a) Eggs must be washed and segregated to remove obvious loss. 

(b) Eggs must meet the origin tolerances for leakers and loss stated in the U.S. 
Consumer Grade Standard.  No tolerance is allowed for adhering dirt. 

(c) Eggs may have stains of any intensity provided the aggregate area does not 
exceed one-third of the shell surface. 

(d) Eggs may have cracked shells with no maximum limit established. 

2. The eggs may be certified as meeting the above requirements based on the 
results of either online sampling or stationary lot grading. 

Online Sampling: When the product is determined to be eligible based upon online 
sampling, the Form LP-210S, without quality percentages, may be issued (Exhibit IV). 
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Under the section entitled "Official Grade and Size," insert the words "See Remarks."  
Enter the following statement in the “Remarks” section of the grading certificate: 

 

"Product represented on this certificate is equivalent to Canada C requirements 
as determined by online sampling on (date product was packed)." 

All grading data information shall be recorded on Forms LP-75 or LP-75A, Shell Egg 
Online Candling Record and attached to the USDA grader’s copy of the issued 
certificate. 

Stationary Lot Grading: When the product is determined to be eligible based upon 
stationary lot grading, the Form LP-210S, with quality percentages, may be issued 
(Exhibit V).  Under the section entitled "Official Grade and Size," insert the words "See 
Remarks."  Enter the following statement in the “Remarks” section of the grading 
certificate: 

"Product represented on this certificate is equivalent to Canada C requirements as 
determined by stationary lot grading on (date product was packed)." 

All grading data and product identity information shall be recorded on Form LP- 211 and 
shall be attached to the USDA grader’s copy of the issued certificate. 

Please Note:  Canada C eggs must be described as "Grade C" on the product label. 

D        Specialty Egg Claims  
 

Before breaking stock eggs destined for Canada can be labeled "organic", a certifying 
agent accredited by USDA must approve the production and processing operations 
according to the USDA National Organic Program standards. Plant management must 
provide the grader a copy of the producer's and packer’s organic certificate issued by the 
accredited certifying agent.  
1.  When management requests certification of loose-packed organic eggs, an additional 

statement is to be recorded in the remarks section of the grading certificate.  
 

“Product meets the requirements for labeling shell eggs as organic in 
accordance  with Canadian standards. The eggs are labeled, For Export Only. 

2. If management requests certification of loose-packed eggs originating from cage-free 
layers, record the following statement in the remarks section of the grading 
certificate.  
 

      “Eggs originated from a cage-free layer flock.”  
 
Similarly, when loose-packed specialty eggs (such as eggs with enhanced levels of 
Omega-3 fatty acids or vitamins) are identified, this type of declaration may be declared, 
upon verification, in the remarks section of the certificate. Plant management will be 
responsible for providing the Canadian officials, upon request, laboratory analysis to 
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support nutritional marketing claims listed in the remarks section of the grading 
certificate.  

“Each individual egg contains 300 mg. of Omega-3 fatty acids.” “Good source of  
Vitamin D.” 

II. Product Identification 

Product labeling, with all required information, must be clear, legible, and readily visible.  The lettering 
must be at least 1/2 inch in height and the name and address of exporter not less than 1/4 inch in height.  
All markings must be bilingual, in French and English and may be printed, stenciled, or stamped. 

Stenciled markings are not to be applied over printed graphics such as the name and address of a 
packer/distributor, advertising material, etc.  Handwritten labels are not acceptable. 

Product labeling must appear in a central location on the end of every case.  If there is insufficient space 
in the end panel to place all the necessary information, place the English version on the end panel and the 
French translation on an adjacent right side panel.  However, when eggs are loose packed on pallets or 
racks, labeling information must be attached on at least two sides of the top layer of the pallet or rack. 

III. Transport Vehicles 

The transport unit used to export breaking stock to Canada must be sealed (company seal) and the seal 
number recorded in the remarks section of the Form LP-210S.  Additionally, the transport unit must be 
refrigerated and reasonably clean, although the sanitation of transport vehicles is the responsibility of the 
shipper.  USDA graders are not responsible for certifying to the cleanliness or condition of shipping 
vehicles.  However, if during the course of their daily duties, improper or unsanitary conditions are 
observed in transport units destined for Canada, the grader will notify a responsible plant official of the 
condition(s) and that the shipment may be refused entry in Canada.  The grader is to document the 
situation including the name of the plant official notified on Form LP-75/75A or LP-211. 
 
IV. General Items 

A. The egg description on the Form LP-210S must agree with the label on the product. 

B. CFIA does not recognize the terminology "Fresh."  Do not include this terminology as 
part of the egg description on the Form LP-210S. 

C. The Form LP-210S and the label must state "Product of USA". 

D. All certified eggs must be expressed as a 15-dozen case equivalent.  Insert the words 
"See Remarks" in the "Total Cases" space of the grading certificate.  Under 
"Remarks", record the total number of cases or pallets and the equivalent in 15-dozen 
cases. 

E. All fiber cases and interior packing material shall be new. All pallets and divider boards 
shall be clean (no evidence of odor, rodents, insects, or other adhering foreign material).  
If plastic trays are used, they must be clean (no evidence of adhering foreign material or 
odor). 
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F. The original and one copy of the Form LP-210S must accompany the product.  The 

USDA grader is to retain a copy of the issued certificate with attached supporting 
records (i.e. Forms LP-75, LP-75A, or LP-211) and place them in file folder 3a of the 
Shell Egg Graders Filing System. 

G. All graded product is to be identified with the “USDA Graded for Export” stamp 
and certificate number (Exhibit VI). 

H. Product shipped as Ungraded Eggs must be stamped on each pallet with the USDA 
Graded for Export stamp, including the certificate number. 

I. When polyethylene film overwrap is utilized to secure eggs on pallets, the overwrap 
must be applied in a manner to allow air circulation to reduce the possibility for 
development of unsatisfactory storage conditions (i.e. mold, mildew, excess 
condensation, etc.) which may impact the quality of the eggs. 

Please note:  Pallets completely over wrapped with film will not be certified. 

J. Plant management is to notify CFIA upon departure of each shipment.  (See Exhibit 
VII for the CFIA contact person.)  This notification must include the following 
information: 
• Name of exporter or seller 
• Name of receiver or importer 
• Quality of eggs on the shipment 
• Estimated date and time of arrival 

 Any deviations from the above requirements will require prior approval by CFIA.
 Attachments:  Exhibits I – VII 

 
V. Disease Free Statement(s) 

 
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) requires a statement attesting that the eggs did not 
originate from a source flock currently under a control zone for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) or Virulent Newcastle Disease (vND).  

 
For all shell eggs derived from flocks located in states with no control zones, AMS graders will add the 
following statement to the remarks section of the LP-210S certificate: 

 
A. "I, the undersigned, salaried inspector of the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), after 

due inquiry and to the best of my knowledge, do hereby certify that the poultry or bird 
products/by-products within this certificate are exported from the United States, and did 
not originate in a current CFIA recognized quarantine control zone established due to 
the detection of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) or Newcastle disease (ND), 
as these diseases are defined by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE).” 

 
 
For all shell eggs from states affected with any HPAI or vND control zones, management must obtain 
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VS Form 16-4 from APHIS with the following remarks: 

B. “I, the undersigned salaried veterinarian of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS), after due inquiry and to the best of my knowledge, do hereby certify
that: The poultry or bird products/by-products certified within certificate number (insert
number here) are exported from the United States, and did not originate in a current CFIA
recognized quarantine control area established due to the detection of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI) or Newcastle disease (ND), as these diseases are defined by the
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE).”

Upon completion of the form LP-210S and prior to shipment, management must contact the APHIS Area 
Veterinarian-in-Charge (AVIC) for the state(s) in which the layer flock(s) is located. It is the exporter’s 
responsibility to forward the Shell Egg Grading Certificate, form LP-210S to the applicable APHIS 
AVIC area office to request and secure the VS Form 16-4. Both the VS Form 16-4 and form LP-210S 
(original with signature in blue ink) must be presented to CFIA authorities at the point of entry to 
Canada. A current directory of APHIS AVIC contacts may be found at 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/contacts/field-operations-export-trade.pdf 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases 
apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 
etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 
Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

____________________________
Jeffrey Hendricks, National Supervisor - Shell Eggs
Standards and Specifications Division
Livestock and Poultry Program

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/contacts/field-operations-export-trade.pdf
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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